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Khanawake and Kanesatake 


The Struggle Continues 


A Mohawk Warrior during the Oka Crisis 


armed confrontation in Oka, to place it in 
an historical context that offers a perspec¬ 
tive for a concrete solidarity. 

Apartheid: Canada and south Africa 

The pattern of imperialist domination of 
entire peoples is one that is seen the world 
over wherever there has been an indige¬ 
nous people. The differences in exploita¬ 
tion are ones of methods, but the goal re¬ 
mains; domination and subjugation of en¬ 
tire peoples, based on their relation to 
capitalist production. 

As an example, we can compare the 
Bantustans in S. Africa and Native reser¬ 
vations in Canada. The difference in 
methods: for European settlers in Azania 
(S. Africa), the requirement was for 
control of mineral-rich land and a large 
labour force to extract these materials. In 
Canada, the land was also to be controlled 
for resources, but Natives were seen as 
surplus and redundant population. To 
achieve these goals, both colonial states 
made use of extermination, relocation and 
segregation. But here, the historical 
conditions and differences in methods 
leads to two seemingly contradictory 
situations: S. Africa, the fascist regime: 


and Canada, the "liberal democracy". In 
the first case, one system has had to resort 
to a real overt fascism; in the second, the 
system has developed a strategy of low- 
level reforms coupled with high-level and 
sophisticated repression/control. 

The expansion of Canadian capitalism 
in the 1800s brought it into conflict with a 
Native society almost directly opposed to 
the European capitalist society based on 
class and exploitation; the Native society 
was communally based and relied more on 
co-operation. As well, European settlers 
were to be established as the primary pro¬ 
ducers in the rapidly developing agricul¬ 
tural industry. Native peoples were an 
obstacle to be removed and/or controlled. 

The Dominion Lands Act, drafted in the 
1870s, provided cheap land for immigrat¬ 
ing European settlers. Natives were to be 
restricted and contained on reserves. 
Large-scale military operations were 
clearly too expensive, and the reserve sys¬ 
tem, based on British colonial experience, 
appeared to offer a cheap and effective 
form of control. To achieve this, the 
independence of Native nations was to be 
dismantled. The Indian Act, and its 
accompanying restrictions on Native 
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When one hundred heavily armed officers 
of the Quebec provincial police (Surete du 
Quebec—SQ) attacked the Mohawk road 
blockade in Kanesatake, they contributed 
to a new radicalisation in Native struggles 
for self-determination. After the tear-gas 
and gun-smoke cleared on July 11/90, the 
police retreat left behind much more than 
one dead officer and six police vehicles: 
what was left from the flash-point of Oka 
was a new dynamic in Native resistance. 
A new dynamic that clearly enters into an 
extra-parliamentary perspective on the 
part of militant Natives, manifesting itself 
in an urgency that requires resistance to 
go beyond discussions with the Canadian 
state. 

This discussion, which has for the most 
part been limited to' court actions 
regarding Native land claims, has been 
little more than a thinly-vieled public 
relations exercise on the part of federal 
and provincial governments. As a legal 
action on the part of Natives, to both 
achieve some level of sovereignty and 
stop destructive industrial practises on 
their land, the court room battle has been 
severely limited. These limitations have 
led many Natives to view the court room 
with a high level of cynicism; "more and 
more among us are saying it's useless 
even if we do get to the table" (George 
Erasmus, Assembly of First Nations). 

As a result, many Native nations have 
turned increasingly to other forms of 
struggle, mostly blockading roads on their 
lands. As well as achieving direct results 
in terms of stopping destructive industrial 
practises in a particular area, it is also a 
physical expression of Native sovereignty: 
"It's an expression of our ownership, it's 
not just words, even though it’s "soft", 
it’s still a manifestation of ownership and 
jurisdiction" (Gitksan-Wet' suwet' en mem¬ 
ber). 

The armed resistance of the Mohawks in 
Oka is not an abstraction, but instead a di¬ 
rect result of the "barricades" in the courts 
and parliament buildings. Barricades put 
in place to retain a method of exploitation 
carried out by industrial capitalism which 
has penetrated Native lands, extracted vast 
amounts of raw materials, and left 
ecological disasters in its wake. The 
internal imperialism of Canadian 
capitalism is maintained by an internal 
apartheid, which has its roots in the 
colonial subjugation of Native peoples. 
The thrust of the capitalist attack was and 
is against the very culture of Native 
peoples. 

With this article, we want to develop an 
understanding to the background of the 
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continued from page 1 

fishing, criminalisation of native economy 
(ie. in 1881, the law made it illegal for 
natives to "sell, barter, or traffic" fish), 
exclusion from parliamentary politics by 
the denial of a vote, the use of a pass 
system to control movement on and off 
reserves, criminalisation of Native culture 
(potlaches/ceremonies outlawed), and the 
breaking up of Native society (children 
were forced into boarding schools were 
english and Christianity were the rule); 
created the conditions for this 
dependence. The political, social, 
economic and cultural bases of Native 
society, in short: the physical means for 
retaining their autonomy, were attacked. 
It is no mistake that S. African officials 
came to Canada on several occasions to 
study the Canadian reserve system after 
the Boer war, and that the S. African 
Settlement Act of 1912 was strikingly 
similiar to the Dominion Lands Act. 

By the 1950s and "60s, social and eco¬ 
nomic conditions were liberalised. 
Natives were allowed access to the wage- 
labour market by removal of the pass 
system, and the participation in electoral 
politics granted with the vote. However, 
these liberalisations were also absorbed by 
the manipulation of "status" and "non¬ 
status" categories for Natives who 
remained on the reserves (and thus kept 
some support from the "welfare state"), 
and those who moved off them (withdrawl 
of support). By the 1970s, in the upsurge 
of radical struggles including Black, 
Puerto Rican and natives, fueled by high 
poverty levels, and racism, resistance was 
growing. Wounded Knee exploded. The 
Canadian state moved quickly, co-opting 
or smashing any independent Native 
organisations and replacing them with 
state-funded organisations, dependent and 
controlled. 

The historical conditions of this Cana¬ 
dian apartheid places into context what 
was the main struggle in Oka: self-deter¬ 
mination and autonomy. 


Oka, the Struggle for Autonomy 

The pretext of the July 11/90 police raid 
was the Mohawk road blocks, erected five 
months earlier, against a proposed golf- 
course expansion that would over-run Mo¬ 
hawk burial grounds. However, the ex¬ 
treme offensive launched by police was 
not only against the road blocks, but 
against the very core of why the road 
blocks existed. Several factors contribute 
to why the state saw it necessary to 
neutralise the Mohawks, the primary ones 
can be seen as the level of resistance and 
militancy of the Mohawks, and their will 
to fight for a practical autonomy. 

Prior to the July 11 raid, there was also 
factional infighting among the Mohawk 
communities in Akwesasne in may. The 
clash, which left two Mohawks dead, was 
the climax of a split over the issue of 
gambling casinos and tobacco smuggling 
on the reserve. The two factions are, 
generally, the "anti-gamblers" who see the 
practises as destructive and against 
traditional values; and members of the 
Warriors society and other Mohawks who 
support/engage in the gambling casinos. 

The casinos, located on the US side of 
the reserve, which is divided by the Cana¬ 
dian and US border, catered to mostly 
tourists from Montreal, Ottawa and New 
York state. Allegations of organised 
crime connections, and individual 
profiteering have been directed against 


some of the Mohawks who 
operated/supported the casinos, during 
the 77-day armed stand-off in Oka, this 
aspect of the Warrior Society's activities 
fueled government propaganda that they 
were "criminals, thugs, terrorists" who 
weren't fighting for anything but their 
profits. For some non-Native groups this 
became a controversial situation, besides 
the primary one of armed struggle itself, 
and led to a limited solidarity, distancing 
etc. This can be seen to result from a 
moralism, firmly rooted in middle-class 
politics, that viewed such activities as 
"immoral, unethical" and at times even 
"criminal". From this perspective, it 
would appear the Canadian state is moral 


and legitimate in operating its gambling 
ventures (lotteries), non-Native groups 
equally so (with raffles etc.), but not 
Native reservations with extreme levels of 
poverty and unemployment. The alle¬ 
gations of "organised crime connections" 
obscured the main aspect of the casinos; 
employment of over 700 Natives. That 
is: the establishment of a real autonomy 
by developing an economic independence 
from the US and Canadian states, which 
by its nature must be "illegal". It was 
from this basis, the ability to self-manage 
their own communities, to resist the state- 
imposed structures on their communities, 
that the Mohawks qualitatively advanced 
their struggle. 

Counter-Insurgency 

In 1988, the Canadian Security and In¬ 
telligence Services submitted a lengthy re¬ 
port entitled "Native Extremism" , the re¬ 
sult of intense surveillance of militant Na¬ 
tives. The report put forward the idea 
that Natives would be an area of intense 
resistance in the future. The Mohawks 
foremost among them, with their 
determination to not only create the 
conditions for their autonomy, but also 
their will to militantly defend that 
autonomy. 

The massive deployment of military 
troops on August 15, with over 4,600 sol¬ 
diers mobilised, complete with Leopard 
tanks, Cougar armoured vehicles, and 
four 105-mm guns was intended clearly as 
a stupefying display of force to 


demonstrate the Canadian states resolve to 
crush any form of militant resistance from 
Native communities. 

The August 20th deployment of troops 
from the Royal 22nd Regiment in Oka and 
Kahnawake, replacing police positions, 
marked a clear change in the counter-in¬ 
surgency operations. The intentions were 
clear; to contain, breakdown and if neces¬ 
sary overtake the Mohawk positions. 

Prior to their deployment, the soldiers 
received two days intensive training in 
overtaking enemy barricades. Even while 
Mohawk negotiators struggled with obsti¬ 
nate Quebec and federal negotiating 
teams, the military and police engaged in 
all levels of counter-insurgency. These 


included attrition; preventing food and 
medical supplies from entering beyond the 
military checkpoints, preventing spiritual 
healers from entering; aggression; 
beatings of those arrested, low-level 
helicopter flights, firing para-flares, 
tampering/severing Mohawk 

communications, surrounding Mohawk 
positions, which later retreated to the 
Kanesatake Drug and Alcohol Treatment 
Centre, with enormous amounts of razor- 
wire and moving them closer, patrols into 
Mohawk areas (which resulted in the 
beating of the Warrior "Spudwrench"), as 
well as various provocations from soldiers 
including firing shots on September 2 and 
19, as well as the raids into Kahnawake 
which resulted into confrontations. 

These are all elements of a high-level 
psychological warfare campaign to de-sta- 
blise and de-moralise the Mohawks 
behind the barricades. As well, the 
Canadian Forces released a slick video 
production that military strategist experts 
stated was an attempt to prepare the public 
for a sympathetic or at least non- 
aggressive response to a full armed assault 
by troops. 

Solidarity in Practise 

The most important factor which did 
prevent a military action, which would 
have resulted in a massacre of the two 
dozen Warriors who remained in the 
treatment centre, was the widespread soli¬ 
darity practised by Native nations 
throughout Canada. With few exceptions, 


native nations declared their solidarity 
with the Mohawks, recognising in Oka 
the same situation facing them; "Their 
fight is our fight. It just happened to 
crystallize in their community, but it was 
imminent" (Stewart Phillip, Penticton 
Band councillor). 

Actions swept across Canada, on both 
Native reserves and in every major city; 
demonstrations, road and rail blocks 
(including over 40 in BC alone), occupa¬ 
tions of government buildings, vigils, 
clothing and food donations, graffiti, 
paint-bombs. There was also low-level 
sabotage actions, such as a CN rail-bridge 
in Alberta set on fire on August 18th, five 
hydro-towers toppled near London, 
Ontario, causing over $750-thousand 
damage on September 4th. On the same 
day, a CN railway bridge near London, 
Ontario was destroyed by fire. The 
vulnerability of such targets, and their 
importance in capitals infrastructure, was 
obvious to many Natives; "If there is an 
attack against the Mohawks, it would be 
considered an attack on all of us... 
There's hydro-electric lines crossing most 
of our communities... There are major 
highway arteries... major water supplies" 
(Peguis chief Louis Stevenson of 
Manitoba). 

As well as solidarity actions already oc¬ 
curring, there was the very real threat of 
an entire, qualitative, escalation in 
resistance, should there have been a 
military assault. Speaking on the 
possibility of such an attack, Don Ryan of 
the Gitksan-Wet'suwet'en said "If that's 
their approach, then you're going to see a 
long, protracted fighting condition by the 
Indian people, and it'll be guerilla 
warfare" (August 28, Vancouver Sun). 

Despite the attempts by politicians, both 
Native and non-Native, to co-opt or break 
up the militancy in practise, there was a 
clear understanding that Native peoples 
are not one homogeneous group, that 
there would indeed be diversity in the 
forms of struggle, native organisations 
who were advocating "non-violence" 
admitted that they themselves weren't 
representative of Native peoples; "We 
have indicated before to governments that 
we don't have control over all our people" 
(Gordon Peters, Ontario regional chief of 
the AFN). 

Concurrent with the substantial Native 
solidarity with the Mohawks was the soli¬ 
darity from unions, church, and leftist 
groups. In August, railway unions and 
shippers placed blame on the federal gov¬ 
ernment for natives blockading railways, 
not the Natives themselves. The United 
Transportation Union, which represents 
14,000 rail workers, threatened to walk 
out "from Vancouver to St. Johns" if 
layoffs resulting from the rail blockades 
continued. The Ojibwas blockading the 
rail line in northern Ontario demanded the 
workers be paid for their lost time. 

For some left groups, the question of 
violence, and their moralism concerning 
the gambling issue, led to an inability to 
take a position of real solidarity. There 
was also the parliamentary politics, such 
an important area for most of the left, that 
the armed Mohawks rejected. As well, 
the statements of the "anti-gambling" 
factions within the Mohawk people gave 
the necessary ideological backdrop for 
particular groups to refrain from 
contradicting their "non-violence" 
politics; "The Warriors have not been 
disarmed, those M-60 machine guns are 
still there, the assault weapons and 
grenades are still there, the potential for 



A Native women attacks soldier In Oka 
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violence is incredibly high... what we are 
dealing with here is no less than Indian 
organised crime, as violent and corrupt as 
the mafia" (Doug George, editor of 
Akwesasne Notes, a Mohawk journal). 
With no analysis of why gambling casinos 
were operated, and a disarming adherence 
to "non-violence", some left groups at¬ 
tempted to present Native leaders who 
they agreed with as representative of all 
Native people. Such a representation, as 
has already been noted, does not exist. 


The Empty Rhetoric of Reform 


see Quebecois nationalism as an obstacle. 
If the MLA failed to pass parliamentary 
procedures, it would only fuel Quebecois 
frustrations. On June 23/90, the MLA 
was stopped in the Manitoba legislature 
when Elijah Harper, a Cree-Ojibwa 
member of the Manitoba legislature, 
blocked it. 

Less than a month later, Quebec police 
attacked the Mohawk barricades. 
Chateauguay exploded with racist vio¬ 
lence; stone-throwing mobs and Mohawks 
burned in effigy. 

In the end, the parliamentary 
perspective remains intact, 


The Brazil 
Kidnapping Case 


While constantly denouncing the armed 
Mohawks in Oka, hypocritically stating 
that violence doesn't solve anything, the 
federal government began announcing 
wide-ranging programs for "dealing with 
the problems of Canadas Native peoples". 
Ironically, the most comprehensive reform 
statement came from Prime Minister Mul- 
roney on September 26, the day of disen¬ 
gagement by the Mohawks. In this, Mul- 
roney announced the Native agenda would 
have four aspects: "land claims; economic 
and social conditions on reserves; 
relationships between aboriginal peoples 
and governments; and concerns of 
Canadas Native peoples in contemporary 
Canadian life". All the concerns that 
Natives have been struggling for ever 
since their independence was taken away 
was suddenly being discussed at the 
federal level! In the same speech, 
Mulroney made it clear the intentions of 
any such reforms were to co-opt more 
radical demands when he said "The 
Warriors have been acting as if the 
concept of Native self-government means 
national independence. I will be very 
clear on this point; Native self- 
government does not now and cannot ever 
mean sovereign independence. Mohawk 
lands are part of Canadian territory, and 
Canadian law must and does apply". 

With his statement, Mulroney not only 
made a mockery of "self-government" but 
also demonstrated clearly the governments 
strategy for groups fighting for self-deter¬ 
mination, including the Quebecois. 

What was ironic about the Oka conflict, 
was that it had to be fought in, and on 
some levels against, a people fighting for 
their own sovereignty; the Quebecois. 
That Mohawks faced racist Quebec mobs 
in Chateauguay, complete with KKK in¬ 
tervention, and that Jacques Parizeau, 
leader of the nationalist Parti Quebecois, 
condemned both Quebec and the federal 
government for negotiating with the Mo¬ 
hawks, indicates not only the reactionary 
tendency of Quebecois nationalist leaders 
but the division of oppressed groups engi¬ 
neered by the state. A primary factor of 
this was the Meech Lake Accord. 
Devised in 1987 to bring Quebec into the 
Canadian constitution by establishing the 
concept of "two founding peoples of 
Canada", and recognising Quebec as a 
"distinct society", the MLA was 
scheduled to be passed on June 23/90. 
However, because of the nature of the 
MLA, Natives and women's groups 
opposed it. For Natives, it was an 
exclusion from a discussion they had pur¬ 
sued since contact with European settlers; 
sovereignty. The MLA can be seen as a 
tool which was used to divide Native and 
women's groups from Quebecois groups. 
If passed, the MLA would co-opt more 
radical Quebecois groups who fought for 
independence alongside Native groups, as 
well, Native and women’s groups would 


Sept. 26: Disengagement 


After seventy-seven days of confronta¬ 
tion, the Mohawks disengaged on Septem¬ 
ber 26. In the afternoon, those who re¬ 
mained in the drug treatment center held 
discussions to reach a concensus on the 
disengagement action, and once accom¬ 
plishing this built a large fire and de¬ 
stroyed sensitive documents and radio 
equipment. In the evening, 31 Warriors, 
23 women and children, plus 10 journal¬ 
ists, walked out of the treatment center 
and took the military by surprise who 
quickly went into a panic, fixed bayonets, 
and scuffled with the Mohawks. A total 
of 47 people are arrested and detained in 
military trusteeship by the army, while 9 
people, including some who had slipped 
out of the military encirclement, are 
arrested by the SQ. Charges range from 
obstructing police, wearing a disguise, 
possession of dangerous weapons, to 
participating in a riot. 

In a communique, the Warriors stated 
bluntly their reasons for disengagement; 
"After several attempts at trying to find a 
peaceful and creative solution to the situa¬ 
tion we have all realized that we are deal¬ 
ing with an essentially Neanderthal 
attitude on the part of the Quebec and 
Canadian governments. In nearby 
Kahnawake, Mohawks erect barricades 
and set fire to a military tent, in response 
to the capture of the Mohawks. 
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On December 16/89, over 200 police sur¬ 
rounded a house in Sao Paulo, Brazil. In¬ 
side were six people suspected of kidnap¬ 
ping Sao Paulo millionaire Abilio Diniz. 
Twenty-four hours later, Diniz was re¬ 
leased and the six suspects taken into cus¬ 
tody. All together, ten people would be 
charged and convicted of extortion 
through kidnapping, possession of illegal 
weapons, and false documents, among 
the ten are two Argentineans, one 
Brazilian, five Chileans, and two 
Canadians; Christine Lamont and Dave 
Spencer, both well known among the 
radical leftist, and particularly the central 
American solidarity, groups in 
Vancouver. 

The trial, one of Brazils most 
"spectacular", lasted four months and 
ended in May/90. The sentences ranged 
from 5-15 years, with Christine sentenced 
to eight and dave to ten in solitary con¬ 
finement. The police used the trial in an 
attempt to compensate for their own 
inefficiency, dragging up all recent, 
unsolved major kidnappings and claiming 
the ten were also responsible for these, as 
proof, they pointed to the past activities of 
various members charged in the case, 
including membership in guerilla groups 
in Chile, and bank receipts they claim to 
have found with deposits totalling $2.5- 
million sent to Winnipeg and Vancouver 
bank accounts. Due to lack of evidence, 
they were unable to charge the ten with 
any 6f these. 

Seven people, including Christine and 
Dave, plead "not guilty", and three plead 
"guilty". Dave and Christine stated they 
were unaware a kidnapping had occurred, 
in the house they had rented, until police 
surrounded it on Dec. 16. Diniz himself 
claimed this was possible, and in court 
was unable to identify voices of the 


suspects (Diniz had been captured Dec. 
11/89 and held in the house). 

Though Christine received eight years 
in semi-open prison, the judge must issue 
a directive ending the solitary confinement 
she has been held in since her arrest. At 
this point, the judge has not done this. 
Canadian External Affairs has also dis¬ 
cussed with Brazil the conditions for ex¬ 
tradition, but no agreement has ever been 
reached and it's unlikely this case will es¬ 
tablish such an agreement. 

Presently, the group are appealing their 
sentence and in this regard focusing on the 
political aspect of the case. Under Brazil¬ 
ian laws, political actions receive lesser 
sentences than "criminal" actions, during 
the trial, the prosecution negated the 
political intentions by pushing the idea 
that any moneys received from the 
kidnapping would exit Brazil, and was 
therefore not political in Brazil itself. 

The appeal process may last up to 8 
months, and David and Christine are not 
pursuing extradition at the moment. 
They've asked for material support 
(books, magazines etc.) and have 
indicated they fell there's little comrades 
can do beyond this (for the moment). 

We encourage comrades to write, and to 
publicize the case. 

Christine Lamont 
Penitenciaria feminina 
av. Zak. Narchi 2.366 
Bairro Carandiru 
Sao Paulo, s.P. 

Brazil 02029 

David Spencer (D.P. 6480) 

Penitenciari do Estado 
Av. General ataliba Leonel 656 
Bairro Carandira 
Sao Paulo, S.P. 

Brazil 02088 



Ingrid Strobl 
Released 


Ingrid Strobl, a West German feminis 
sentenced in Dusseldorf to five years ii 
prison on June 9, 1989 for her convictioi 
under Par. 129a of supporting th< 
"terrorist association" Revolutionary Cell; 
and of helping them make a bomb attemp 
was released after spending two and a hal 
years in prison. 

Her release on May 10, came folio win) 
a campaign protesting her conviction an< 
her lawyer demanding that the West Ger 
man highest court look into the case 
Upon investigation, this court was unabl 
to find any actual evidence and was thu 
forced to order her immediate release. 

Ingrid Strobl is now waiting for a ne^ 
trial concerning "support" of a bomb al 
tack, the case being a compromise of th 
highest court to keep the image of th 
Dusseldorf court (Oberlandesgericht 
clean. 

For discussion of the original charge 
and statements by Ingrid Strobl and Ull 
Penselin (a co-accused whose charge 
were dropped for lack of evidence) see th 
last two issues of Resistance. 
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Engineering Resistance Against 
Shell's Biotechnology 



Militants attack shell office in Sweden 



A Note To Our 
Readers 


Resistance, Documents and Analyses 
of the Illegal Front has over the years 
presented information on militant 
struggles in advanced capitalist countries, 
especially texts and discussion from 
revolutionary movements in Western 
Europe. We feel that by translating and 
disseminating these texts, we have 
contributed in our own ways to building a 
revolutionary movement here in N. 
America, a process which is still not 
complete. It is a practise which we wish 
to re-affirm- but with this issue we also 
want to begin a discussion on developing 
radical resistance in Canada, to go beyond 
distributing info from W. Europe and 
contribute practically to our own struggle 
here and now. This necessitates 
developing our own analysis of Canada, 
its role and position in the capitalist 
global order, its internal contradictions, 
its counter-insurgency programs, the 
various ways the class struggle manifests 
itself, and the possibilities for building 
revolutionary resistance. 

Several factors contribute to this. One 
is the dissemination of material which 
previously only Resistance, with notable 
exceptions, presented. This includes 
several english-language publications such 
as Clash, Arm the Spirit, Prison News 
Service, and Autonomi- etc. It would 
indeed be redundant to continue covering 
the exact same material, overlapping and 
echoing these other papers. With this 
issue we have begun this process most 
notably with the article on the Oka Crisis, 
which is an attempt to present the crisis in 
an historical context and analyze it, rather 
than describe the conflict itself. 

Many of our regular readers and sub¬ 
scribers must have been left wondering 
when the next issue would be published. 
No one is more aware than us that it's 
been a year and a half since our last issue. 
Much of the delay is caused by the limita¬ 
tions of our small collective, as well as 
access to the resources needed to publish a 
paper. Once again, your support and fi¬ 
nancial contributions are greatly appreci¬ 
ated. We are also interested in receiving 
articles, letters, photos as well as 
newsclippings pertaining to militant strug¬ 
gles, counter-insurgency, imperialism, 
fascism etc. We would also appreciate 
more distributors who could take bundles 
of each issue, particularly in N. America. \ 

Work has already begun on Resistance j 
no. 15, and we hope to publish it in a j 
relatively short time. 

Friends of Durruti, January 1991 


Press Statement on the action by 
" Germinating Resistance Against Shell's 
Bio-Tech" 

On the night of 14th to 15th of May sev¬ 
eral Shell companies were attacked. All of 
the companies are active in the field of 
plant improvement. 

When people think of horticultural com¬ 
panies, they don’t usually think of large 
and advanced companies like the ones 
we've just attacked, and for sure they don’t 
think of the fact that they are owned by 
Shell. During the past few decades these 
companies have specialized in manipulat¬ 
ing seeds and plants, and controlling horti¬ 
culture. Large companies like Shell are 
able to gain a monopoly on this because 
they are able to meet the costs of the large 
amount of money that has been put in. 

People have always tried to improve 
plants. The most simple form is to select 
the seeds of the best plants for the next 
year. And of course there are a lot of other 
ways of improving the harvest or the qual¬ 
ity of the plants. With the new develop¬ 
ments in biotechnology and the invest¬ 
ments in it by the large multinationals, de¬ 
velopments on this field have accelerated. 

Biotechnology is opening the door to¬ 
wards the complete artificial production of 
food resulting in the destruction of existing 
methods of horticulture; natural growth is 
being wiped out; artificial control of cli¬ 
mate, light, water and nutrition take over 
the natural circle of plant growth. 

Genetically a plant grows weaker and 
weaker if one intervenes in its genetic 
structure. This way the plant will get more 
and more controllable. It's sensitiveness 
will become clear, and it will become pos¬ 
sible to replace this natural circle with the 
use of advanced equipment. Also with 
factory farming everything is already 
"well" taken care of, thousands of the same 
chickens laying the same amount of eggs 
everyday. 

In the field of human beings they also 
want one single, healthy, well-functioning 
variety. 

The manipulation of plants, bacteria, 
animals and human beings, in short, upon 
nature itself, can't be seen separately from 
one another. The techniques of reproduc¬ 
tion which are now being put into practice 
on women have already been used for 
years in stock-farming and have been de¬ 
veloped to receive higher production in 
that sector. Today artificial insemination, 
deep-freeze embryos and embryo transfer 
are common techniques within modem 
stock farming. 

By means of techniques of reproduction 
(such as in in vitro fertilization) the fertil¬ 
ization takes place outside the womb, by 
which it is possible to manipulate geneti¬ 
cally. To use these techniques knowledge 
and experience on the field of biotechnol¬ 
ogy is essential. 

The application of bio, gene and repro¬ 
duction technology can be seen as the ex¬ 
ploitation of areas which haven’t been seen 
so far. With these techniques the where, 
when and what kind of new sorts of plants 
or animals and people are raised or born 
can be controlled. Only a very few large 
companies, of which Shell is one of, have 
the Dossibilitv to invest in these techniques 
ana to cany- through the biotechnological 
developments in their companies in this 
sector. 


The use of these techniques automati¬ 
cally means the destruction of all small 
companies that can’t or don’t want to make 
this step, especially for instance farmers in 
Third World countries. These new tech¬ 
niques even make it possible to make 
farmers and agricultural workers superflu¬ 
ous. It's for instance possible to make 
sweetening in laboratories with the help of 
biotechnology, making the production of 
sugar cane unnecessary. 

Large multinationals such as Shell are, 
because of bio-technology, able to extend 
their power over fundamental areas such as 
supplies of energy and food. 

Shell creates a world market in which all 
of its products are tied to each other in one 
way or another. This company can use its 
knowledge in the field of biotechnology 
both in the agricultural and in the energy 
sector. 

In the energy sector Shell uses rapidly 
growing trees, by which energy from the 
sun is turned into vegetable matter very 
quickly, which is then used in energy sup¬ 
ply. Another vegetable material which can 
replace oil or gas is sugar cane. Out of 
sugar cane it’s possible to make pure alco¬ 
hol, which serves as a petroleum substitute. 
In Brazil pure alcohol supplies 35% of the 
market, Shell owning 22%. 

All over the world people are becoming 
more dependant on companies such as 
Shell. But of course for Shell the starting 
point is not to fulfil the basic needs of 



these people. New needs are created to sell 
new products. Characteristic of this is for 
instance the introduction of a wheat prod¬ 
uct such as bread in Third World countries. 
Instead of developing their ’’own' 1 plants, a 
new plant was introduced and so depen¬ 
dency increased. 


Some of the companies we attacked last 
night are busy in the field of plant 
improvement. They are all large 
companies which are doing research on 
improvement here, and in the final 
production of seeds in southern Europe or 
third world countries. Experiments in a lot 
of fields take place there, not only in order 
to increase production and quality, but 
especially to couple seeds to pesticides. 
This is not surprising, because the 
multinational has interests in both of them. 

The seed is no longer being made 
resistant to certain diseases, but to the 
pesticides of the same companies as where 
the seed comes from. Thus it is only 
possible to buy the seeds and pesticides 
together. With the production of hybrid 
seeds, of which it is said to have a large 
production, it is being made more and 
more difficult for farmers to remain self- 
sufficient. Every year they have to buy 
new seeds because hybrid seed produces 
plants which do not produce prolific seed 
themselves. 

Large companies are not interested in the 
improvements of the conditions of life, but 
in the suppression of all aspects of human 
life and nature to the interests of profit, 
control and to re-inforce power. 

We fight against bio technology not 
because of its unpredictability (because it 
is clear to us where it will lead), but 
because it causes the destruction, 
repression and oppression of people. 

The western states think they are 
invulnerable with their new technologies. 
The solution for world food problems and 
the population problems are arrogantly 
proclaimed. Only a few people realise 
what choices are being made (and have 
been made) for the future. Choices which 
have in now way been discussed within so¬ 
ciety. 

Technology cannot solve problems 
which originate from exploitation. The 
damage which is caused by the new 
techniques is irreversible. It leaves us no 
other choice than to intervene immediately 
and to use all the means we can to stop this 
process. We realise that our needs are 
diametrically opposed to these destructive 
developments 


Germinating Resistance Against Shell’s 
Biotech 
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RED ARMY FRACTION 


Leading West German banker Alfred Herrhausen was executed in a car bomb attack on 
November 29, 1989 as he made his way to work in the quiet spa town of Bad Homberg, 
an affluent Frankfurt suburb. The attack, which involved the use of laser technology to 
detonate the bomb under Herrhausen's car as it passed in the middle of a three car 
security convoy, was claimed by the anti-imperialist guerrilla group the Red Army 
Fraction in the communique reprinted below. 

Chief executive of the largest West German bank, Deutsche Bank, personal friend and 
informal advisor to West German chancellor Helmut Kohl, Herrhausen directed the 
Deutsche Bank on its course of expansion, which culminated in the acquisition of the 
Morgan Grenfell Group, a British Merchant Bank just two days before the guerrilla 
action. With assets of $171 billion the Deutsche Bank is considered to be the fifth largest 
bank in Europe, and one of the top contenders to the title of Europe's first continental 
bank and industry leader in the post 1992 markets. Besides the acquisition of the British 
MGG, the Deutsche Bank has made recent acquisitions in Italy, Spain, Portugal, the 
Netherlands and Austria and has been involved in exploring new markets in Eastern 
Europe. 

The Duetsche Bank has directorships across the cream of West German industry; Her¬ 
rhausen personally held six supervisory board seats including that at Daimler-Benz , 
which is now the largest West German company following the Herrhausen steerage of its 
merger with the aerospace and armaments giant Mersserschmitt-Bolkow-Blohm (MBB). 
Deutsche Bank owns 28% of Daimler-Benz and has dominated the conglomerate since the 
bank organized the merger of Daimler and Benz in 1926. 

Among many other actions in the RAF's 20 year history, the execution of Herrhausen 
follows the execution of Siemens chairman Karl Heinz Beckurts in July 1986, West 
German Foreign Ministry diplomat Gerold von Braunmuhi in October 1986, and the 
unsuccessful September 1988 shotgun ambush of Hans Tietmeyer, state secretary for the 
West German Finance Ministry. 


” Revolutionary processes are the expe¬ 
riences which, out of the agony between 
life and death, will lead to a determined 
struggle for life.” 

On November 11, 1989 we executed 
with the Commando Wolfgang Beer, the 
Chief executive of the Deutsche Bank, Al¬ 
fred Herrhausen: we blew up his armoured 
Mercedes with a hollow-charged mine 
which we made. 

The bloody tracks of two world wars and 
millionfold exploitation run through the 
history of the Deutsche Bank and Her¬ 
rhausen governed at the top of this power 
center of the German economy in this con¬ 


tinuity; he was the most powerful eco¬ 
nomic leader on Europe. 

The Deutsche Bank-that has throughout 
Western Europe and in most parts of the 
world become a symbol for the power and 
domination which is frontally colliding 
with the fundamental interests of people 
everywhere for a life with dignity and self- 
determination. Under Herrhausen's direc¬ 
tion, the Deutsche Bank has worked its 
way up to being the largest bank in Europe 
and it dominates economic and political 
development. It has thrown it’s network 
over all of Western Europe and stands at 
the head of the fascistic capital structure, 
against which everyone has to assert them¬ 


Newsbriefs 


selves. The bank has been preparing for 
years; now it stands there, and others are 
crouching in the starting blocks, to subju¬ 
gate the people there again to the dictates 
and logic of capitalist exploitation. 

Herrhausen's plans against the countries 
in the Three Continents, which are praised 
even in "left-wing intellectual" groups as 
being concepts for progress, are nothing 
more than the attempt at long-term assur¬ 
ance of the existing relationship of domi¬ 
nation and plunder. These plans extend and 
increase the suffering of the peoples there 
even more. 

It is one destructive development 
worldwide which imperialism produces to 
secure its profits and position of power: 
genocide, starvation, humiliation, exis¬ 
tence-insecurity and general destruction 
create a situation which is uniform at its 
core-a situation which has taken on an 
existential dimension everywhere. 
Nowhere are the people able to really live 
according to their own ideas and values. 

But the protagonists of this system must 
know that their crimes have created bitter 
enemies, that there will be no place in the 
world where they can be safe from the at¬ 
tacks of revolutionary guerrilla units. 

We all, the whole revolutionary move¬ 
ment in Western Europe, are just before a 
new segment. 

The completely changed international 
situation and the whole new development 
here demand that the whole revolutionary 
process must be determined anew and be 
developed on a new basis. 

We are working on that and we want to 
discuss it with all who want to stop imperi¬ 
alist destruction and who are struggling for 
another fundamental reality-one which is 
possible because many want that and be¬ 
cause the first steps have already been 
made. 

We conceive of that as a process of 
common discussion and practice in which 
the various experiences, ideas, and critique 
are openly discussed in order to understand 
together the whole development and to 


come to common political goals and con¬ 
crete tangible ideas for the process of radi¬ 
cal change. 

The prisoners must be apart of that dis¬ 
cussion. For that reason, and because the 
destruction project against them has to fi¬ 
nally be stopped, their association together 
now and with that the prospect of their 
freedom must be struggled for. 

In this new phase, we have to link the 
various and diverse revolutionary practices 
into one orientation against the system. 
The revolutionary process needs new dy¬ 
namic and productive interrelationships; 
only together can the struggles develop the 
necessary strength to stop the destructive 
developments of imperialism and turn its 
whole direction of destruction around 
any way-only together, as one front against 
imperialism, will we here in Western Eu¬ 
rope, together with the liberation struggles 
worldwide, be able to carry through a uni¬ 
fied, international and protracted process 
of radical change. 

Fight together 

Red Army Fraction, 

December 2,1989 



Bomb Discovered 

BALA, Ontario-A bomb con¬ 
taining 27 sticks of dynamite was 
found under a police car. The 
device was discovered under the 
patrol car in the parking lot of 
the police station, and the bomb 
disposal squad was called in, on 
September 4/90. No further in¬ 
formation. 


Tranquillizers Used in Forced 
Deportations 

Canada-On May 7/90, Em¬ 
ployment and Immigration Min¬ 
ister Barbara McDougall ac¬ 
knowledged that drugs are used 
on refugees who resist deporta¬ 
tion. The drugging of refugees 
was exposed through the stories 
of two unsuccessful refugee 
claimants ordered deported from 
Canada. Both men feared perse¬ 
cution and possible death upon 
return to their countries, one of 
them, Mohamed Said, stated that 
Immigration officials warned 
him that "the police and the 
doctor will know what they are 
going to do" if he resisted. The 
second, Ugandan Ali Hassan 


Kamal, stated that when he 
vowed to resist deportation, he 
had been told that valium would 
be forcibly administered. 

Minister McDougall was 
quoted as saying "This has gone 
on for years. This is not new". 

Globe and Mail , May 8/90 

Bombings in Manila 

MANILA, Philippines—On 

September 26/90 bombs ex¬ 
ploded at three US corporations; 
Pepsi-Cola, Coca-Cola, and Col¬ 
gate-Palmolive. Soldiers also 
defused other devices at a 
Japanese and US factory. One 
person was slightly injured. 

Associated Press 


Attack Fails 

Brussels—An attack on a US 
general working on NATOs mil¬ 
itary committee failed when three 
men broke into his house on 
September 25/90, only to find he 
was "on vacation". No further 
information. 


Riots in Japan 

OSAKA, Japan—Over 1,000 
youths fought riot police, set 
pools of gasoline ablaze, and 
built burning barricades out of 
cars in the Nishinari district of 
Osaka, Japans largest ghetto 
area. The riots, which occurred 
on October 6/90, were in 
response to a report that police 
received bribes from crime 
organisations in the 
neighborhood. Police said 171 
people, including 134 police, 
were injured in the violence. 

AP 

US Air Force Base Attacked 

TACOMA, Washington—Some 
people gave Remembrance Day 
(Nov. 11) a radical perspective 
when they bombed the Office of 
Special Investigations at Mc- 
Chord air Force Base, near 
Tacoma. Two cars used by in¬ 
vestigators were also destroyed 
by bombs placed above the left- 
rear wheels. There were no in¬ 
juries in the attacks, and so far 
no group has claimed 


responsibility. Investigators said 
they do not believe military-type 
explosives were used. On Nov. 
13 six people were arrested and 
charged with crimes on a 
government reservation. One of 
the arrested was a 19-year old 
Airman, Steven Hawkins. The 
five others were Arch 
Drummond, Michael 

Drummond, Louis Balfsddsri, 
Brian Cotten, and Michael LeV- 
asseur, all from Tacoma. 


PARIS, France—In what police 
were calling the most violent ac¬ 
tions since student protests in 
1985 and 1986, and the worst in¬ 
stance of looting since the 1968 
riots, a massive student mobili¬ 
sation which swept through 
France in October and November 
has given the Mitterand govern¬ 
ment it’s "most serious social 
challenge in years". 

Demonstrations in November, 
with upwards to 200,000 in Paris 
alone, were marked with militant 
actions by students who attacked 
riot police, and inflicted large- 


scale property damage. 

According to the press, the 
main demands of the movement 
are; improved security in 
schools, upgrading of substan¬ 
dard facilities, and greater 
democracy and participation by 
students. 

The protests, which began in 
the working-class suburbs of 
northern Paris, consisted primar¬ 
ily of working-class and immi¬ 
grant high-school students. The 
demonstrations brought forward 
various reforms from the gov¬ 
ernment, including an 
"emergency plan", a nine per 
cent increase in its education 
budget, 1,000 maintenance jobs, 
and 3,000 security positions. 
Student committees have said 
this is not enough. 

Various student "leaders" have 
called on the police to take firm 
action against the masked mili¬ 
tants and "hooligans"- who have 
looted clothing stores, beat up 
journalists, and set cars ablaze 
while fighting police water-can¬ 
nons and tear-gas. 


French Students Revolt 
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What is Patriarchy? 


Below, we present a discussion paper from the West German guerilla Revolutionary Cells 
concerning the concept of patriarchy - not only at a social level, within the capitalist 
structure - but also within the radical left, and how patriarchy reproduces itself The con¬ 
cept of patriarchy, often considered superfluous and secondary for many revolutionary 
groups, is an integral part of the capitalist project. We hope this text contributes to 
further discussion and analysis of patriarchy, and how even the most sincere male 
revolutionaries reproduce patriarchal power relations. 



The Regulation of the Sexes in South 
Africa, or the Disappearance of the 
Black Woman. 

Black women are said to be triply op¬ 
pressed: as Blacks, as workers, and as 
women. With this, they are checked off 
and done with. The piles of analyses sweep 
over them until they are buried. If you 
scratch the ground with your fingernail, 
you might find them again, cut to pieces 
and mineralized as the "salt of the earth," 
or patronizingly termed the "daughters of 
Africa." Whether as mineral nourishment 
or as creations of men, they always lack 
their own identity. Not only the white man, 
but the Black man too aids in their disap¬ 
pearance. 

We begin with the South African regu¬ 
lation of land, which is primarily a regula¬ 
tion of the sexes. The notorious reserva¬ 
tions are above all camps for women, in 
which four million Black women are shut 
with their children, deported elders and in¬ 
valids thrown out of the work place. All of 
their needs and cares are forced on women 
as if it were only natural, and they must 
work for their existential survival under 
the most extreme conditions. This is the 
way the overwhelming majority of reser¬ 
vation women provide for their families, 
exclusively and alone, and yet remain 
silent for their whole lives. A paradoxical 
situation, which they manage very con¬ 
cretely under the permanent guardianship 
of men, often their own sons. They make 
this desired [self] devaluation in the midst 
of their own actual impoverishment, for by 
law they own neither the land they work, 
the house they manage, nor the cattle they 
care for, nor even their own wage. For, ac¬ 
cording to the ancient code of the Black 
man, to be a women is not quite to be a 
person; it is a condition of inferiority that 
extinguishes all rights, save only necessary 
nourishment and the clothes on one's back. 

The dismaying phallocratic code is typi¬ 
cally the only element that the patriarchal 
SA regime has extracted from a complex 
web of customs of the once autochthonous 
original inhabitants and which it uses today 
to enforce, maliciously but legally, the vi¬ 
olently destroyed and uprooted living envi¬ 
ronment in the reservations in the name of 
"Bantu right" or "Natal code." In this per¬ 
fidious act, it is not that the Black man is 
bribed with a female slave, but more so is 
the essence of racist capitalism contained 
in it. It becomes apparent that it desires to 
create, with excessive violence, a fertile 
soil, absolutely deprived of rights, and un¬ 
endingly exploitable, from Black women’s 
bodies and Black women's labour, to con¬ 
sume them in the form of an uncompen¬ 
sated transfer of energy and primary 
lifeblood for its machinery. That expresses 


a perspective of all Black women as 
worthless, through deportation and intern¬ 
ment. Internment as sexual perspective, 
realized, by means of separation, inclusion, 
and the complete female expropriation, the 
most immeasurable of all relations of ex¬ 
ploitation, in order to squeeze out pure and 
naked surplus profits from Black women's 
labour. 

That’s how the rigorous ban on estab¬ 
lishing residences (outside Bantustans) and 
the deportation law, like a slipknot draw¬ 
ing ever tighter around women in the city 
ghettoes, fit in. While the women funda¬ 
mentally lose their right to an abode 
through marriage, it is because they take a 
husband from the same area where there is 
a de facto rule against the establishment of 
Black families, which is unparalleled as an 
instrument of population policy. Likewise, 
a separation, or the death of the husband, is 
followed by deportation, as is also the la¬ 
bel, as vague as it is all-encompassing, of 
the "lazy Bantu." "Laziness" is a general 
term used by the SA regime for the most 
diverse situations: for not having any 
work, for daring to refuse a job, or for 
changing them often, for organizing, even 
for striking. 

This leads us to the terrain of women's 
wage labour and thereby directly to the 
central figure of the labour manager. In 
Kafka-esque omnipotence and arbitrariness 
he can allow, refuse, or overrule a work 
permit, and the deportation automatically 
follows his order. It lies nevertheless es¬ 
sentially in the character of the work 
forced on the Black women to legalize her 
existence a tiny bit in South Africa. A ten- 
year employment with the same employer 
can hardly prove for them what makes 
them illegals in their own country. 

So, one sector of women fight as 
saleswomen and market women, as news¬ 
paper sellers and beer- brewing "Skokian 
queens", as prostitutes, shoplifters and 
thieves, "petty business is nevertheless not 
an absolute expression of female privi¬ 
leges. Much more it is a unique activity 
which requires no start-up capital or prop¬ 
erty, money, permanent living place or 
protection." (B. Kossodo) These require¬ 
ments create above all the necessary mo¬ 
bility into illegality, which is particularly 
true for the growing number of young 
women who live sporadically and with in¬ 
creasing professionalism from shoplifting 
and break-ins. "Some young women with 
mostly quite favourable futures (!) have 
fallen into alcoholism and lead lives as 
continual lawbreakers," cries the Christian 
social worker Kuzwayo. 

Black female wage labour, in a system 
of white supremacy , is radically underval¬ 
ued; a Black man will always be valued at 
double or triple as high, and a white even 


more than 20-fold. A minute, citified mi¬ 
nority of Black women work as teachers, 
nurses, secretaries, or in business-the all 
too familiar (to us) phallocratic reflection 
of the picture-puzzle of the domesticated 
woman. Between 10 and 20 percent, obvi¬ 
ously no one wants to know more cer¬ 
tainly, must go into "border industries" un¬ 
der conditions as detestable as they are 
normative. These are the South African 
versions of free production zones, with 
their notorious special conditions and de¬ 
nial of labour rights. The "borders" express 
the newest strategies of capital, which aim 
at skimming off extraordinary profits from 
the poverty of the reservations. An iron 
cord is wrapped around the reservations’ 
edge to squeeze it from Black women's 
wage labour for their goods, cut from tex¬ 
tiles, foodstuffs, shoes, beverages and to¬ 
bacco.... Places in which every labour law 
is set aside, which have no minimum 
wage, in which people are fed a compen¬ 
sation that falls drastically short of the le¬ 
gal poverty line-to turn poverty to account 
on the other side of poverty. 

But the most miserable and most hated 
of all labour remains, unchanged, field 
work, in particular in the form that women 
are overburdened. They must work without 
any tools worth naming; heavy, exhaust¬ 
ing, endless, bone-work, which all too of¬ 
ten is compensated in goods of little value. 
Day and seasonal workers, stooped, made 
to work in the ( zerschunden ) and most ex¬ 
treme weather, with children in tow (who 
must help without pay), this stone-hard re¬ 
ality exposes the galling kernel of the myth 
that women are closer to nature and the 
earth; truly, in the sweat in their face and 
bent over under an unbearable workload. 
The stormy industrialization of the agrar¬ 
ian economy, which rigorously sweeps 
Black farmers from their small parcels and 
thins out and technifies male agricultural 
labour, simultaneously sucks a huge 
amount from Black women’s bodies, from 
which they extract material to finance man 


and machine. There is no contradiction in 
these two phenomena, but the ferment of 
one and the same dynamic. The more the 
hard elements of field work run into 
specifically female work, the more last¬ 
ingly do they disappear from the social and 
analytical observation. Like everything 
that women touch. 

Completely without shadow is the Black 
army of women that daily disappears into 
white homes. At the very moment when 
the threshold is crossed they are literally 
swallowed, lose any bodily substance and 
human presence. The Holy Family of 
South African patriarchy groups itself 
around the labour of Black domestics that 
forcefully and tirelessly makes Black bod¬ 
ies into absolute empty places, souls into 
dead inventory without names. The dy¬ 
namic of master and maid relationship 
lives, says Hegel, the constant exertion 
within, to extinguish the consciousness of 
the maid. The paradox is deciphered in so 
far as that very member of society [the 
Black woman] who is most radically un¬ 
dervalued and most resolutely separated in 
the socio-political territory is incorporated 
and compelled into the most private, inti¬ 
mate and "holiest area" of white domina¬ 
tion, in order to utilize her total reproduc¬ 
tion. As if women were unconscious crea¬ 
tures whose glance means nothing. 

"Domestic service is a total institution," 
says Nobengazi Kota. Housework is com¬ 
plete, without temporal contours, without 
free spaces, without places for retreat, 
something necessary for any human iden¬ 
tity. Women housekeepers are active con¬ 
tinuously, completely isolated and contin¬ 
ually supervised in a foreign and enemy 
orbit, that functions only at the whim of 
die master. 

"The woman of the house must be con¬ 
demned as the worst master in the country. 
She makes her employees work on average 
72 hours a week and pays them whatever is 
left form her petty cash after the colonial 
market men (butchers, etc.) have been 
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paid." Although here we’re talking about 
an old complaint of Black domestics from 
the USA, and in this respect it is unjust to 
place the blame exclusively on the white 
housewife, it is reflected very exactly in 
the working conditions of over 800,000 
maids in South Africa today, especially 
that of the "sleeping in domestics." 
"Maid", or girl, equally a pejorative label 
of the master for the servant, for Black 
women of all ages, each of whom over¬ 
whelmingly are the sole providers for on 
average seven people. Many put in over 80 
hours a week, a limitless desert of work 
without safeguards, without sick, social, or 
old-age insurance. If they become seri¬ 
ously ill or old, according to Ellen 
Kuzwayo, often they die in temporary 
camps for completely indigent Blacks on 
their way during deportation. 

Internment, as female sexual perspec¬ 
tive, is the sharpest instrument of the South 
African regime with respect to the politics 
of Black women’s work and the Black 
population. Their measureless exploitation 
in "border industries" and field work is al¬ 
ready (still) widespread from the reserva¬ 
tions and beyond. Housework in white 
homes is in itself a prison of isolation that 
many women relate in the cement cells of 
the domestics’ quarters. Only the female 
population of the Black ghettos, the so- 
called Paragraph 10 women with curtailed 
right of residency, no longer have a se¬ 
cured place. Ever narrower and more re¬ 
fined deportation lists undermine their 
claim to legality and rigorously screen 
them according to a specific idea of use¬ 
fulness. The regime wants-uncondition- 
ally and unlimitedly-a definite contingent 
of young, childless, unmarried, hardwork¬ 
ing and unorganized girl-women, an abso¬ 
lutely ephemeral condition of female 
labour power in which the consequent dis¬ 
appearance of women is already incorpo¬ 
rated. 

With the deportation from South Africa 
of exactly that sex that produces and re¬ 
produces the Black type, the regime is 
trying with all its might to decimate with 
one cut the autochthonous population. Two 
thirds of all Black women already live 
alone because of the systematic ruination 
of their lives. The married minority at best 
live in the reservations as if widowed, 
since her husband may come by once a 
year in his eternal migration-if he comes 
at all. 

The radical separation of the sexes is 
primarily intended to force an aggravating 
decline in the number of births and gener¬ 
ally to block the maturation of new gener¬ 
ations of Blacks. Already today the infant 
mortality rate in the reservations is seven 
times as high as in the ghettoes. Of the 
dead infants, over 20 percent more are fe¬ 
male than male, because a strict traditional 
code of rule that demands that in emer¬ 
gency cases concerning males the women's 
last energies must be given. In this logic of 
death, where at all costs the government- 
defined "superfluous appendage" must be 
decimated, abortion is obviously forbid¬ 
den, since Black women may in no case be 
the owners of their bodies, and with this 
prohibition, the desired compulsion for 
sterilization grows. Worldwide, there is 
truly a cruel repertoire of state control of 
birth and politics of populations. For the 
minutely crafted and violently carried out 
separation of the sexes and general intern¬ 
ment of women, we know of no compari¬ 
son. It is unparalleled. 

However, Black women disappear in the 
reservation not only through the fact that 
they are imprisoned there. They also be¬ 
come invisible and completely removed 
from social observation through then- 


work: women’s work, which does not 
mean women’s wage labour. Wage 
labour, even in the lowest positions is reg¬ 
istered, measured and valuated. It appears 
in the labour market and lends the person a 
certain relevance. Opposed to this in the 
most all-encompassing sense, the produc¬ 
tion of the race is accomplished in a thou¬ 
sand-year old absolute darkness: it appears 
not as work but as a curse. In the roving 
crosshairs of political economy, this phe¬ 
nomenon is incorrectly subsumed under 
"pre-capitalist": "Through the maintenance 
of the pre-capitalist sector, from which 
male labour was increasingly taken and in 
which woman had to dominate, the appro¬ 
priation of labour at unbelievably low costs 
was made possible. Costs which, as a rule, 
are shared by capitalists, were raised ex¬ 
clusively from the pre-capitalist sector. In 
clear language: Women take care of that 
which is otherwise called unemployment 
insurance, a pension account, the raising 
and training of a new labour force, heath 
care and benefit for the sick" (Ivy Mat- 
sepe). 

Furthermore, women's work is in fact 
never thoroughly defined. It is only evident 
that the above named systems of care are 
fundamentally-and always-administered 
by women; whereby only the extent varies 
historically. Pre-capitalist this is certainly 
not-on the contrary. It is the apex of capi¬ 
talist rationality, an ever larger army of 
human labour power made into non-value, 
because the valuation-machine demands a 
continually growing amount of uncompen¬ 
sated labour to be delivered. Illustratively, 
one speaks in this context of a 
"feminization" of labour, for the restless, 
absolutely unconpensated sucking of 
women's labour is the original model for 
totalistic surplus profit. We orient our¬ 
selves from the idea that sexism is the ma¬ 
trix for racism. 

And so the South African regime does 
not reach back to the richness of the pre¬ 
capitalist living and producing environ¬ 
ment of the Black peoples for its political 
handling of women, but eliminates them 
mercilessly and unceasingly violently. The 
reservations are violent capitalist creation 
of a new type and in their structure, they 
are as modem as they are destructive. 


Through them, the connection from pro¬ 
duction and reproduction will be tom-not 
only spatially, but also in relation to the 
skimming off of value; for through the 
radical negation of the costs of reproduc¬ 
tion , exorbitant profits are extracted. 


The Disappearance of All Women, or, 
What is Patriarchy 

The question remains as to why has the 
reproduction of the race been so dramati¬ 
cally negated? And why, too, the gender 
that embodies this reproduction? Let us re¬ 
call: "Women take care of that which is 
otherwise called unemployment insurance, 
a pension account, the raising and training 
of a new labour force, health care and ben¬ 
efit for the sick." We have singled out this 
statement because it-through no accident- 
does not contain the crucial point: Women 
produce the race. 

This undeniable fact has, as far as we 
know, never been given the critical atten¬ 
tion it deserves because it opposes the Left 
male ideas and equality and creates an un- 
resolvable gender difference. Only Simone 
de Beauvoir undertook to reclaim this ex¬ 
plosive fact from the biologists who turn it 
into the eternal apology of patriarchy. She 
writes, and we agree: "Like the man, the 
woman is her body (womb); but her body 
(womb) is something other than herself. 
From puberty to menopause, she is the 
scene of a maturation that takes place 
without concerning her. Actually, there is 
no individual purposefulness in the men¬ 
strual cycle, which is why it is also called 
"the curse" in many places. Thus it's true 
that the woman unceasingly bears the bur¬ 
den of an implied pregnancy in the 
monthly blood and pain. In the period of 
pregnancy, inhabited by another who is 
nourished by her substance, she is simulta¬ 
neously herself and another. An exhausting 
burden, which shocks the whole organism 
and for the woman offers no advantage. On 
the contrary. The conflict between the 
species and the individual, which in con¬ 
finement sometimes appears as drama, 
gives the female body a delicate suscepti¬ 
bility. It is gladly said that women have 
"sickness in the body/womb"; the truth is 


that they bear a foreign element in them¬ 
selves: the race, which gnaws on them. A 
race, in which the children are incapable of 
providing for their own needs for long af¬ 
ter birth." 

Thus, the physical labour of the 
woman does not end at the inner border of 
her womb. Merely cutting the umbilical 
cord in no way makes the newborn an in¬ 
dependent being capable of surviving. This 
particular frailty of the human race makes 
necessary a complex care system; and pro¬ 
duces, the female sex, in that she brings 
forth the new generation and the security 
of the old. The manner and measure of this 
burden are in any case no constant of na¬ 
ture, for in them are reflected the historical 
and power relations. A women's life need 
not be an unbroken chain of ruinous preg¬ 
nancies under the worst living conditions 
and extreme bodily wear and tear. This is 
already a carryover of a biological deter¬ 
minant into a social one. And the area of 
the historical and power-related begins 
where a social relation of labour is set up 
over the specifically female ability of pro¬ 
ducing the species. A social relation of 
labour that forces the entire area of human 
reproduction on one sex and therefore en¬ 
slaves it. In this act of violence, Hegel sees 
sarcastically, "the subjective element 
among men while the woman remains in¬ 
cluded in the race." This inclusion of the 
woman in nourishing, clothing, housing, 
cleaning, health, illness, childhood and the 
aged-in short, the total social labour; 
which ironically appears as private. How is 
this possible? Apart from the fleeting mo¬ 
ments of coitus, the man is completely free 
from the physical work, in which the un¬ 
removable difference of the sexes is writ¬ 
ten. A conflicted freedom, free from ability 
as well as the burden of producing the 
species. This surplus in physical economy, 
this excess of individual and sexually-col- 
lective room to play, is used by the man to 
possess the social terrain and to make from 
it a realm of power, out of which he vio- 
lcni.lv drives the sex with [special] proper¬ 
ties and forces it under the yoke of social 
labour. In this first historical relation of 
forced labour is embodied Hegel’s subjec¬ 
tive moment among men" as his violently 
accomplished liberation from every social 
work, in order to be free for labours that 
would widen his realm of power; while 
"the women is included in the species", as 
long as she is forcibly excluded from the 
public realm of power and shut in the sub¬ 
terranean levels of endless exploitation 
through social work. From this it is possi¬ 
ble for an entire sex to appear for all hu¬ 
man memory as not social. From this, 
women disappear. 

The act of socially exterminating women 
is, at any rate, a double one: the force that 
makes social work into invisible women’s 
work is continued in the radical devalua¬ 
tion of this work. In as much as the man 
banishes both-women and the labour 
burned into their flesh- to the Orkus like 
Eurydiche, after whom he may not look, 
always expressly organized as subjugation 
and exploitation. Historically, this was 
subdivided into slavery, serfdom through 
to capitalist surplus-value extraction with¬ 
out giving credit to its origin: the extra 
profits he took from women. A theft that 
doesn't appear as such and therefore never 
needs to be analyzed. For women’s work 
and we don’t mean woman's wage labour 
is "liquid", it takes no solid form, it is ob 
jectified in no product that ere be ex 
changed. It can’t be put in economic term 4 
nor measured, so it remain 

continued on ** nge 
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HUNGERSTRI 



SPAIN; 

Since November 30, 1989 political pris¬ 
oners representing the First of October 
Anti-Fascist Resistance Groups (GRAPO) 
and the Spanish Communist Party 
(reformed) (PCE(r)) have carried out an 
unlimited hungerstrike against the Spanish 
government's attempts to eliminate po¬ 
litical prisoners. 

The hungerstrike has already claimed one 
victim; Jose Manuel Sevililano Martin, 
who died on May 25/90. Sevililano had 
been in a coma for ten days and died of a 
heart-attack. 

The ruling Spanish Socialist Workers 
Party's (PSOE) campaign towards elimi¬ 
nating political prisoners has been based 
on a dual approach: on the one hand of¬ 
fering "amnesty" to those who denounce 
their politics and associations under a pol¬ 
icy of "social re-insertion"; and on the 
other hand by escalating repression 
against the political prisoners and their 
supporters. The goal is clear: to remove 
the "contradictory" connotations of 
political prisoners in a "free democracy" 
by either assimilation or extermination. 
To this end the. state's response to the 
hungerstrikers has been no 
negotiations...the Spanish democracy" has 
no political prisoners. 

The demands by the GRAPO/PCE(r) 
prisoners are for collective living condi¬ 
tions, improvements in living conditions, 
an end to isolation, the censoring of mail 
and physical and mental torture and ha¬ 
rassment. 

Now, almost one year later, over 
forty prisoners remain on hungerstrike, 
nearly all in coma and being force-fed. 
The situation has gone beyond critical; the 
revolutionary left in W. Europe and N. 
America have been unable to put into 
action an effective campaign of solidarity, 
and the Spanish state has been forced to 
concede little. We think perhaps one 
factor that contributes to the extremely 
low level of solidarity here in N. America 
has been the lack of information concern¬ 
ing the GRAPO/PCE(r). With this is 
mind, we think it's important to present 
background information and to circulate 
recent GRAPO texts. 

BACKGROUND TO THE PRESENT 
HUNGERSTRIKE 

The most recent hungerstrike initiated 
on November 30, 1989, is only the latest 
in a long, arduous struggle by the 
GRAPO/PCE(r) prisoners. This struggle 
dates back to the beginning of GRAPO, 
when on October 1, 1975 they 

assassinated four of Franco's henchmen in 
response to the Franco regime's 
execution, in accordance with a new series 
of summary trials produced by the new 
"anti-terrorist" laws, of five anti-fascists 
on September 27, 1975. 

Concurrent with the development of the 
GRAPO was the upsurge in revolutionary 
movements in North America and 
Western Europe. In this period the Franco 
regime was facing a rapidly developing 
crisis from this mass struggle and an in¬ 
crease in armed resistance. The state re¬ 
acted with open repression: in the summer 
* 1975 seven people were murdered and 
m 3,000 arrested. 

After Franco's death and the coronation 
c ‘ ¥kg Juan Carlos, amnesty was granted 
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Jose Manuel Sevililano Martin 

to some political prisoners but it was of a 
selective nature: the majority remained 
imprisoned, particularly ETA combatants. 
This action gave rise to the first "Gestoras 
Pro-Amnista " in Euskadi. These are inde¬ 
pendent mass organizations based on pop¬ 
ular assemblies whose main objective is to 
struggle for the prisoners’ liberation. 

On September 27, 1976, a General 
Strike took place in Euskadi demanding 
total amnesty. From this point on, the 
struggle for amnesty is integral to the 
mass political movement and armed 
resistance. GRAPO also begins fighting 
for prisoners liberation: on December 11, 
1976 GRAPO "arrests" State Council 
President Jose Maria de Oriol y Urquijo, 
demanding the release of 14 political 
prisoners. One month later, Lt. General 
Emilio Quilis, President of the Military 
Justice High Council is also "arrested". 
The government promises new reforms in 
the conditions of the political prisoners. 

By October, 1977, under growing pres¬ 
sure, the government grants a broader 
amnesty. GRAPO/PCE(r) militants 
remain inside. However, only days after 
prisoners are released, others are re¬ 
arrested, or murdered by the state's death 
squad, the GAL. 

In 1978, the government set up special 
prisons for political prisoners, to separate 
them from social prisoners. Inside the spe¬ 
cial prisons, the GRAPO/PCE(r) 
prisoners collectivize themselves to 
achieve dignified conditions of life, 
organizing political study, education, 
crafts and work. The government seeks to 
eliminate this mode of living, using 
dispersals and isolation. In response the 
prisoners begin using hungerstrikes as a 
weapon of protest and collective self- 
defense. 

In March 1978 a political prisoner is 
murdered following prolonged torture in 
Carabanchel prison in Madrid. In 
response, GRAPO assassinates the 
General Director of Penitentiary 
Institutions. Five months later 
GRAPO/PCE(r) prisoners at Soria go on 
hungerstrike against isolation. At the same 
time guerrillas carry out armed actions in 
solidarity, including the execution of two 
policemen. The government temporarily 
reverses itself. In 1979 isolation is again 
attempted and met with hungerstrikes and 
resistance. 

At the end of 1979, five GRAPO mem¬ 
bers escape from Zamora prison, and the 
government uses this as a pretext to dis¬ 
perse and isolate the political prisoners. 
Many are sent to the prison at Herrera de 
la Mancha, built along the Stammheim 


model of West Germany. By 1981 the 
struggles of the prisoners climax in a long 
hungerstrike that ends in the death of Juan 
Galende. Guerrillas execute an army 
general and three policemen. The strike 
ends in an important victory with regained 
political status and improvements in their 
living conditions, including the return to 
collectives. At this time the Association of 
Families and Friends of the Political 
Prisoners (AFAPP) is consolidated. 

A new period in the present struggle be¬ 
gins at the end of 1987, when the ruling 
Spanish Socialist Workers Party (PSOE) 
renews a campaign of repression. At 
Soria, the PSOE attempts to break up 
collectives (the Karl Marx Commune) as 
well as in Carabanchel, dispersing 18 
prisoners. The prisoners again respond 
with a hungerstrike, forcing the 
government to agree to maintain some of 
the collectives and improving other living 
conditions. By October 1988 the 
government breaks its agreement. Gains 
from the 1987 hungerstrike are withdrawn 
at Almeria. Women prisoners are beaten 
at Castellon prison, conditions worsen at 
Carabanchel and Soria. 

On August 21 1989 two GRAPO at 
Almeria begin a chain hungerstrike 
against isolation and for collective living 
conditions. Prisoners at Almeria had been 
held in isolation cells for over a year. 
Visiting had been reduced to 10 minutes a 
week with only family members. As well, 
GRAPO/PCE(r) and ETA prisoners were 
dispersed to 83 out of a total of 87 prisons 
in Spain. On September 5, 1989 

GRAPO/PCE(r) prisoners at Soria and 
other prisons joined the hungerstrike. 
Clearly wanting to avoid an internal crisis 
during elections, the PSOE promised to 
allow collective living conditions to con¬ 
tinue on September 21, 1989. On Novem¬ 
ber 9-10, 1989, following the elections, 
the government denies the existence of 
any agreements. All 16 prisoners who 
participated in the 30-day hungerstrike are 
dispersed. 

Against this, and against the increased 
repression including torture, beatings, iso¬ 
lation, censorship of mail, visit 
restrictions, dispersals and constant 



Hungerstriker Fernando Fernanez 


harassment, GRAPO/PCE(r) prisoners at 
Soria declare themselves on hungerstrike 
on November 30, 1989. By December 1st 
all GRAPO/PCE(r) prisoners across the 
country join the hungerstrike except those 
who are sick. At this time 60 political 
prisoners are taking part in the 
hungerstrike. As well, on December 16, 
Basque political prisoners declare 
themselves on hungerstrike, demanding 
re-unification in one prison in South 
Euskadi. 


Solidarity Actions 

Hungerstrikes are extremely limited if 
there are no outside solidarity actions to 
back up the demands of the prisoners. On 
December 17, 1989 70-80 former ETA 
political prisoners begin a solidarity fast 
in a cathedral in Bilbao. Five days later 
mothers of six political prisoners occupy 
the offices of the Red Cross in Madrid. At 
this time 16 of the prisoners are in critical 
condition. Controversy builds in the judi¬ 
ciary over the Ministry of Justice's action 
of ordering prison doctors to force-feed 
the prisoners. Two judges will not permit 
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hospital, note straps on legs and 

the force-feeding as long as the prisoners 
are conscious. Many prison doctors and 
technicians will not go along with the 
force-feeding. On December 29, GRAPO 
assassinate two Guardia Civil in Gijon. A 
demonstration of 10-20,000 people march 
on the maximum security prison at 
Herrera de la Mancha on December 31. In 
January the Relatives Committee (Family 
and Friends of the Political Prisoners of 
the RAF and the Resistance) occupy the 
info office of the European Parliament in 

Bonn, W. Germany. This continues a 
solidarity action initiated by RAF 
prisoners themselves when two began a 
solidarity fast. 

Many small demonstrations are orga¬ 
nized and carried out by the Gestoras Pro - 
Amnista and AFAPP in cities throughout 
Spain during January and February. A mi¬ 
nor scandal occurs when the Ministry of 
Justice explicitly requests the major Span¬ 
ish newspapers, radio and television sta¬ 
tions not to cover the strike or solidarity 
actions. At first the press generally 
refuses, but by the end of March it was 
clear they were in fact practicing self¬ 
censorship. 

In Canada, demonstrations are 
organized simultaneously in Vancouver 
and Toronto at the Spanish Consulates on 
March 20, 1990. A six-day solidarity fast 
is organized in Vancouver in a community 
park and phone-blockades organized. 

In August, the W. German anti-imperi¬ 
alist Fighting Units carried out an arson 
attack to back the demands of the hunger- 
strikers. In September, GRAPO bombs 
government offices including the Ministry 
of Economy and Tourism in Madrid, 
petrochemical plants of Repsol in Tarrag¬ 
ona and the PSOE in Barcelona. 

Now, one year later, with one 
GRAPO/PCE(r) hungerstriker dead and 
the rest existing in coma, we ask 
ourselves; how can we put into practise an 
effective international campaign to back 
the demands of the prisoners, to take back 
an effective solidarity? Each group who 
has worked around this campaign must 
discuss this, for each particular situation 
and each area. In Canada, demonstrations 
of solidarity have occurred, but it's clear 
we were unable to sustain any kind of 


arms 

momentum, and unable to build a 
campaign or to respond to provocations of 
the Spanish state, part of this can be 
attributed to a lack of information 
regarding who GRAPO/PCE(r) are, and 
poor communications with groups in 
Spain. This aspect also brings up ques¬ 
tions of internationalism. As well, there 
are the limitations resulting from the small 
number of radicals who would stand in 
solidarity with the GRAPO/PCE(r), thus 
placing a lot of pressure on the few that 
did. The effect of such a long hunger- 
strike, besides the devastating impact on 
the prisoners and their families , is the 
effect it has on solidarity. This is clearly 
the aim of the "hardline" approach which 
the W. European and N. American 
governments practise; to attempt and 
nullify radical solidarity and resistance in 
general, no matter the consequences. 

If the Spanish state is effective in its 
project, it will consolidate the counter-in¬ 
surgency strategy designed through the 
NATO states, including Canada, of no 
compromise, and will establish a 
precedent that increases the states recourse 
to hard, overt repression. 


Extracts from a statement released on 
March 23/90 by the Spanish General Con¬ 
sulate in Zurich, Switzerland in response 
to solidarity actions with the 
GRAPO/PCE(r). 


There is presently a movement in the 
Swiss Confederacy whose goal is to offer 
support to the hungerstrike by members of 
the GRAPO organisation in Spain... As a 
result, our consulate has been the object 
of demonstration on many occasions and 
during which our government has been at¬ 
tacked, and has been the target of extrem¬ 
ists who have not hesitated to pain Con¬ 
sulate walls with slogans. Moreover, 
other Spanish institutions have been 
attacked, and the authors of these attacks 
have gone so far as to sabotage locks on 
doors. 


On March 27, 1990, a combat group of 
our organization "Juan Jose Crespo Gal- 
ende", executed one of our medical chiefs 
in Zaragosa who has been in the forefront 
of the force-feeding of the PCE(r) and 
GRAPO political prisoners who have been 
on hungerstrike since November 30, 
1989. 

Since that date the social fascist govern¬ 
ment has not stopped using any method to 
break the prisoners will of resistance, in¬ 
cluding the use of forcefeeding in an at¬ 
tempt to make them abandon their just de¬ 
mands. Dr. Jose Ramoz Fernandez has 
been one of the tools used, not just to 
break the hungerstrike, but also, to make 
other professionals accept this criminal 
policy which, hypocritically, is presented 
as "respect for life." 

They speak of respect for life, precisely 
when they have turned this hungerstrike 
into the longest torture session in history. 
Those who conceived this sinister plan say 
it with the intention of taking the strikers 
to their limits, in a situation where, 
broken in health, it would serve as a 
subterfuge to make them capitulate and 
submit to isolation and dispersion. But 
when neither atrocity has given results— 
before the moral integrity of these men 
and women that does not allow 
comparison with that professed by their 
executioners—gave way to force-feeding 
with the clear objective of destroying their 
will, indefinitely prolonging their agony 
in a macabre spiral that makes the Nazi 
medical experiments pale in comparison. 

All those that have practiced the torture 
of force-feeding, using as a pretext 
various ethical codes, are conscious that 
they are actively and directly 
collaborating with the government's 
terrorist policy against the political 
prisoners and revolutionary movement. 
We do not confuse these collaborationist 
elements with the collective of doctors 
and medical professionals, some of whom 
have been retaliated against for have 
opposed in an honest and truthful manner 
these aberrant practices which violate their 
own medical code approved by the World 
’ Medical Association, which, in their 29th 


The Spanish Consulate hereby makes a 
formal protest against all these anti-demo- 
cratic practises... GRAPO is a political 
organisation that has set itself the goal of 
overthrowing the Constitutional order of 
the Spanish state. Under these circum¬ 
stances it is logical and legitimate on the 
part of our Government to destroy this or¬ 
ganisation by all available means. In re¬ 
cent years it has been possible to arrest 
many members of the GRAPO. Unfortu¬ 
nately, these members continue their de¬ 
structive activities against our state, even 
from within the prison system. Other 
states, especially West Germany and Italy, 
have had to go through similiar experi¬ 
ences with prisoners belonging to politi¬ 
cally motivated organisations. With this 
category of subversive individuals, indi¬ 
viduals who even in captivity can not be 
"tamed", justice demands that we isolate 
them, even from each other. 



World Medical Assembly states: "When a 
prisoner refuses all food and the doctor 
believes that he is capable of formulating 
a conscious and rational decision over the 
consequence which flow from his refusal 
of his nutrition, he should not be 
artificially fed." 

To justify their repressive policy and 
not accede to the demands of our 
imprisoned comrades, the regimes 
spokesmen have tried to present the 
hungerstrike as a publicity stunt by the 
political and military organizations of the 
resistance. This theory is completely 
false. In respect to our organization, it is 
clear and well known that we have never 
"made politics" from the suffering of 
prisoners or other popular organizations 
in the best manner possible under the 
circumstances. This is particularly true 
with respect to the conditions imposed on 
all political prisoners. As is well known, 
we have never sought anything in prisons 
other than to preserve a regimen of 
internal life that is minimally acceptable, 
the prisoners of the GRAPO and PCE(r) 
have never created situations which could 
serve as arguments for prison officials to 
justify dispersion or other reprisals against 
them. 

On another part, we wish to make clear 
that no one better than us can appreciate 
the value of the lives of these men and 
women, and we feel that the situation the 
prisoners find themselves in was brought 
about by the torturers under the govern¬ 
ments direction. This notwithstanding, the 
pain does not cloud our judgement nor 
make us lose our heads; for that reason we 

continued next page 


Given the present situation, the fine 
West German experience in this field, ac¬ 
cumulated over the last twenty years, con¬ 
stitutes a model for Spain. Solitary con¬ 
finement, that is to say, private lodgings 
in special cells, is a proven method for 
getting prisoners to break with their 
destructive political beliefs and thus a way 
to appreciably weaken their organisations. 
Accusations that penitentiary conditions 
like these are nothing more than a form of 
torture are out of touch with reality, 
although it cannot be denied that over 
time health disorders will occur. This is a 
price that must be paid under the 
circumstances. 

The Spanish government is following 
the example set by West Germany. We 
are not to be ruled by fear, even if deaths 
are on the horizon. In a modem 
democracy, in periods of confrontation 
with the politically violent, no other 
possibility exists. 


Justifying Torture 
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affirm that no alternative exists in this 
situation but to pursue the strike to the 
end, until we achieve reunification, or we 
shall have to resign ourselves to see them 
slowly die, isolated in a dirty hole, killed 
in silence. We do not believe that this last 
alternative can be accepted by any honest 
and decent person. 

The history of the strike now taking 
place, is well known by all, for this 
reason we can't go into detail on this. It is 
not the first time that political prisoners 
take part in a strike like this, in fact, it 
can be said that this strike is nothing more 
than a continuation of the strike started 
and maintained for over a month at 
Almeria prison last summer. Also on that 
occasion, everything possible was done to 
avoid aggravating the conflict. Needless 
to say, that position could not be 
maintained for long given the 
governments dominating attitude. What 
could be done then? Submit, with nothing 
else, before the new bestial acts they were 
committing? 

It was evident, from the beginning, that 
the Felipist band was forcing the issue in 
order to divide the prisoners and at the 
same time, halt the development of the 
organized resistance movement. They 
sought to abort, by all means, a true 
democratic-revolutionary alternative to 
their deceitful gangster policies. It is clear 
they have brought most of the repression 
to bear on the prisoners. In a manner 
which, given the existing general 
conditions, the organized popular 
movement has not been able to replace 
them in the place they occupy in this 
important struggle. This consists, basi¬ 
cally, in the criminal social-fascist policy 
of Felipism: the practice of making the 
political prisoners into hostages in the 
hands of the state, in order to deceive and 
weaken the popular movement. 

In what concerns our organization, this 
policy has translated into, among other 
things, an attempt to take our forces into 
the terrain of "immediate responses" and 
thus distract our forces, isolate and 
destroy them easily. But we will not fall 
into this trap, and they are quite short of 
common sense if they have any hopes in 
this respect. 


For this reason, during the strike we 
have assembled our patience, hoping a 
just solution would put an end to this 
painful conflict. But the whole world has 
seen that good intentions mean nothing to 
this government. They are so close- 
minded and fascist that only attacks from 
the guerrilla can make them rethink their 
position. 

Confronting all ethical and popular 
interest, it has not only turned a deaf ear 
to the thousand of voices which have been 
raised seeking a just solution to the strike, 
but they have continued wallowing in the 
puddle of lies and calumny. If it is matter 
of humanist attitude, things are very 
simple: reunify the prisoners and respect 
their moral and physical integrity and 
political identity. Is there a more humanist 
solution? 

We shall say more, if, as they never 
cease to say, they have so much love for 
life and really seek to solve the problem 
they call "of violence", why don't they 
free the prisoners who have suffered the 
most from the heavy blows of institutional 
violence? Let them free those who because 
of torture and repeated hungerstrikes, 
brought on by the state, have serious and 
irreversible physical consequences. Let 
them be free men and women. This will 
demonstrate a true interest in resolving 
this problem. 

There is no other solution, ut they can 
continue with the same path as always: 
that of torture and state terrorism. But, in 
this case, let them take into account that 
the struggle will be very long and though 
they may hide behind walls and machine- 
guns, we will come for them, we will find 
them and we will do justice. 

Central Command of the Groups of 
Anti-Fascist Resistance, First of 
October (GRAPO). 

28 March, 1990 


Letter of the Political Prisoners of the 
PCE(r) and GRAPO on hungerstrike in 
the Penitentiary Hospital at Cara- 
banchel, directed to the doctors and 
medical personnel of the Gregorio 
Maranon hospital of Madrid and any 
other medical center where we may be 
received. 

Five months ago now, we began an in¬ 
definite hungerstrike for the reunification 
of all of us in one prison under dignified 
living conditions. The prolongation of 
this strike has been entirely against our 
will and is due to the force feeding to 
which we have been subjected, for which 
we suffer, apart from the difficult agony, 
irreversible consequences, paralysis and 
witherings which have not been sufficient 
until now for the government to meet our 
just demands. 

Before this situation, with only the sure 
possibility of a certain death, we felt that 
the social fascist PSOE government would 
be obligated to concede and renounce 
their policy of dispersion and annihilation 
of political prisoners. We have suffered 
from isolation, bad treatment, torture, 
humiliations, macings, non¬ 

communication with our family and 
friends, prohibition of all types of work 
and collective study. We're forced to live 
with drugs, hepatitis and other contagious 

diseases, which makes our hungerstrike a 
struggle for the right to life. For this, the 
Spanish government has had no scruples 
in shifting a political problem to the 
medical collective. But by making them 
force feed us, the government is trying to 
present us to the doctors as though we 
were their enemies. This use of a false 
concept of the right to life has been 
accepted by some doctors, even though it 
denies the will and lives of the 
hungerstrikers. 

But we do not confuse these loose ele¬ 
ments with the medical collective and 
other professionals, many of whom have 
been retaliated against for having 
opposed, in an honest, progressive and 
truly humanist manner, to practises which 
violate their own Medical Code... On the 
contrary, we consider the great part of 


the medical collective to be our friends 
whom we acknowledge for respecting our 
will and not falling into the trap which the 
state administration is setting. 

With all of the above said, we, the pris¬ 
oners of the PCE(r) and GRAPO on 
hungerstrike at the Carabanchel peniten¬ 
tiary hospital and the Gregorio Maranon 
hospital in Madrid, want to make a public 
declaration that we excuse from all 
responsibility the medical personnel of 
the Gregorio Maranon hospital and any 
other medical centers we may be sent to, 
of anything that may happen to us as a 
result of the hungerstrike, and to respect 
our wishes, to respect our will and not 
feed us and to leave to us the initiative to 
take our strike to the end; until we 
achieve our just demands. 

The only ones responsible for this situa¬ 
tion and the possible consequences it 
could produce, are the minister of Justice 
and of the Interior and the General 
Directorate of Penitentiary Institutions . 
With their repressive policy of dispersion 
and extermination, they seek to force our 
prison conditions to the maximum, with 
the object of dividing, demoralizing and 
breaking our firm conscience as political 
prisoners. They also seek to take us to 
repentance or death so that we are not an 
example of struggle, of rage and 
resistance to the ample and generalized 
Political Repression Movement which 
each day is wider, stronger, more 
radicalized in its development in the 
streets. 

We, the prisoners on hungerstrike, want 
to finish by saying that, for our part, we 
are not going to renounce our ideas nor 
our dignity as people nor will we follow 
any lifestyle that undercuts our dignity. 
At no time have we sought anything else 
in prison other than a minimally 
acceptable form of internal life. Nor have 
we created situations which could serve as 
argument for the government or prison 
officials to justify our dispersion nor any 
other type of reprisal. We live by and for 
the outside, by and for the Revolution and 
conceive of prison as a front on which it 
has been our destiny to struggle for our 
ideas of socialism and liberty... We rest 
our faith in victory and in the security that 
we do not lack the understanding, the help 
and the solidarity of our people. 


Counter Insurgency 


CSIS Activities 

Surveillance of Arab-canadians 
during the middle-east crisis was 
exposed on August 28/90 and of¬ 
fers a brief account of the level 
of activity of the Canadian Secu¬ 
rity and Intelligence Services 
(CSIS) and the RCMPs "national 
security investigation section". 

Iraq bom Masood Khorshid- 
panah of Vancouver was the 
subject of a 3-week long search 
by CSIS and RCMP agents fol¬ 
lowing an "illegal" crossing into 
the US at a BC-Idaho border. At 
chat time he was stopped and had 
his van searched for 90 minutes, 
following this, the FBI contacted 
CSIS, who them began a 3-week 
ong search. Oddly, Khorshid- 
mnahs phone number was listed 
with directory assistance and 


journalists had little difficulty lo¬ 
cating him, indicating that either 
he was under surveillance- or 
that the security services are 
more stupid than we thought. 
Two hours after speaking with a 
journalist, Khorshidpanah was 
visited by the CSIS who ques¬ 
tioned him about material found 
in his van when he crossed the 
border; "a seiko wall clock, a 
digital alarm clock, power tools, 
and a map of Canada and the 
northern US". In Edmonton, 
another Arab-Canadian, Waddie 
Shamon, was also visited by 
CSIS agents and consequently 
lost his job from "public 
pressure". Y azan Haymour, 
president of the Edmonton-based 
Arab-Canada Association told 
reporters he believed many other 
Arab-Canadians are under 


surveillance, though the range 
and scope of this is unknown. 

Province, August 28/90. 
Phone-tapping 

Ontario- The telephone com¬ 
mittee of the Criminal Intelli¬ 
gence Service of Ontario (CISO), 
the provincial clearing house for 
police departments in Ontario, 
submitted an application to the 
CRTC on January 25/90 re¬ 
questing the CRTC allow access 
to confidential information re¬ 
garding Bell Canadas technical 
information on individual sub¬ 
scribers. The CISO wants to 
obtain such information without 
a warrant or a subscribers con¬ 
sent, contrary to Bells "Article 


11 of its terms of service" which 
restricts disclosure of 
information relating to a 
customer without the customers 
consent or a warrant. 

The CISO is particularly inter¬ 
ested in "information on cables, 
individual pairs of phone wires, 
locations of outside wiring and 
special circuits", according to a 
document filed by the CISO with 
the CRTC. CISO has stated that 
such information could assist 
police in ascertaining how com¬ 
munications could be intercepted 
prior to obtaining a warrant, and 
telling police what lines it may 
want to intercept. CISO is also 
seeking technical information to 
enable police to "check for 
illegal phone taps, use video and 
audio devices in remote locations 
and use Direct Number 


Recorders (DNR) that record the 
telephone numbers being called 
by a person". 

Bell Canada refused to disclose 
such information, citing its own 
"Article 11), and the CRTC deci¬ 
sion is still awaited. "It's good 
to see the regulatory system 
working.. That is why we do not 
have a police state, in spite of the 
police" said Stuart Robertson, a 
Toronto media lawyer. Well 
Stuart, meet the CSIS. 

Report on Business , Globe and 
Mail May 16/90 
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Revolutionary Cells 

continued from page 6 


"immeasurable". And without measure 
once again, no comparison is possible, an 
equivalent is given no floor to stand on. A 
labour, however, which knows no equiva¬ 
lent, creates no "value", because it is not 
expressed in that term. It is "valueless" and 
makes the extraction of a surplus value 
impossible. The gain that is nevertheless 
taken from this labour prevents any accu¬ 
mulation. We see this: women’s work cre¬ 
ates no "value", from it no accumulateable 
profits can be extrapolated, and it is nev¬ 
ertheless unending social work. 

Naturally, it does not remain forever in 
the same form but is subjected to aggra¬ 
vating historical and societal changes. Sev¬ 
eral forms survive in which women’s labor 
is pressed, in its own hard kernel: its sub¬ 
stance and the women it is expressed 
through are devalued past the point of 
recognition. We meet with this radical 
negation in all systems of ideology, labor 
analyses and theories of value. It is 
stricken firom-erased-from the entire cat¬ 
egorical discourse of the entire complex of 
rule. And what is not existent there is also 
socially extinguished, because its articula¬ 
tion is systematically blocked. 


A sex that is symbolized in nothing and 
can create no social representation is "a sex 
that is not one", says Luc Irigaray. For the 
human being is not a natural species but an 
historical idea. And up until this day, the 
historical idea knows only the man. This 
becomes significant for all active theories 
of revolution with their promise of equal¬ 
ity, which in truth is a threat. For what 
else can it mean than that the unremovable 
gender difference will be even more de¬ 
terminedly negated; a negation that can 
only succeed through the complete level¬ 
ing of the woman. Over the leveled 
woman, the man intends to release his fet¬ 
ters and to step from the kingdom of ne¬ 
cessity into the kingdom of freedom-his 
third-as the measure of all things. "The 
difference will be extinguished in the 
economy of equality, oneness, one and the 
same, and in the self-representative sys¬ 
tems of male subject, extinguished in the 
greatest generality of all." (Irigaray) 

We understand, now, that the antago¬ 
nism based on gender has an absolutely 
different character than the antagonism 
based on class. Even more, that to con¬ 
sciously equalize the both of them is to 


consider male supremacy written for all 
eternity; in which the existential extra 
labour of the woman, that survives all 
changes of political, is purposely retained. 
Class antagonisms carry within them¬ 
selves, at least in perspective, the possibil¬ 
ity if their overthrow. There exists no his¬ 
torical legality, no unalterability, that 
forces humans to exploit humans. Un¬ 
changeable is only the fact that both sexes 
will never be equal. The man will never be 
the measure of all things, unless he de¬ 
stroys the female gender with its internal 
capabilities. This claim is hidden in his ef¬ 
forts, as aggressive as they are obsessive, 
to nullify-to incorporate in himself- 
through technological means the sexually 
specific divergence between men and 
women. And with this, finally, to make the 
living woman something superfluous. 
Why, he asks himself, has he toppled the 
gods, if not fir the demand to be the one 
and only on earth? 

Here we discover a dismaying coherence 
that includes the revolutionary man; a co¬ 
herence that cuts through all his counter¬ 
plans. After he has officially overthrown 
his gods and the untenable things from 
their side, so he can do things himself, he 
nimbly lets the old time-tested and pene¬ 
trating paradise be resurrected on this side, 
in his revolutionary utopia, because his 
kingdom is actually in the real world. We 


Oka; the struggle continues 

continued from page 3 


...... 



In 1990, the Canadian Government sent 1,500 
troops to Iraq and 4,500 troops to Mohawk lands. 


For seventy-seven days, the Canadian 
jstate was subjected to an armed confronta¬ 
tion that drew widespread support from 
Native nations, and also at a social level. 
The internal peace of Canada, the "world 
leader" in human rights crusades, the zeal¬ 
ous prosecutor of S. African apartheid, 
was shattered. The repression has been 
exposed. 

Just as importantly, important lessons 
can be drawn out from the conflict, partic¬ 
ularly the example of solidarity as a con¬ 
crete weapon, and the important role of 
militant actions in that resistance. If our 
solidarity is to reach its logical 
conclusion, we must analyze and attack 
the social, political and economic 
structures that create the conditions for 
Canadas internal apartheid, for without a 
doubt, there will be more flashpoints in 
the future. 

Presently, four men are still 
imprisoned; Dennis Nichols, Ronald 
cross, Roger Lazore and Gordon Lazore. 
All others captured on Sept. 26 have since 
been released on bail (and many of these 
have conducted an information tour 
around the country). Those captured on 
Sept. 26 and held at Canadian Forces 
Base Famham were subjected to various 
harassments, beatings and for several of 
the men, a mock execution, altogether, 
most of those captured face a possible 14 
years imprisonment based on their charges 
to date. 160 others have also been 
charged in connection with confrontations 
in Kahnawake and Kanesatake. There are 
a further 150 warrants. RCMP, SQ and 
Montreal police continue to lay siege to 
Mohawk communities with surveillance, 
harassment and assaults on people. In no 
way has the repression ended, in no way 
has the struggle ended. 


"Just because the Warriors have left 
does not preclude people from picking up 
arms and continuing the struggle across 
the country- only next time you won *t see 
media events like Oka . It could end up 
like Northern Ireland” (Penticton Band 
councillor Stewart Phillip), 


The only recognized legal defense fund 
is; 

The Liberation of the Mohawk Nation 

Account no. 80-186 

mail to; Confederacy Crisis Center 

POE Box 292 

Kahnawake, Quebec 

Mohawk territory 

J0L 1B0 


For information or to contribute to the 
political activity write to the Confederacy 
Crisis Committee c/o the PO box already 
listed. There are plans for a newspaper 
and book entitled "Behind the Razor 
Wire". For contributions or to pre-order 
write c/o the Crisis Committee. 

We would also recommend readers to 
Arm the Spirit no.s 2-3 and Prison News 
service no.s 25-27 available from; 

ATS Distribution 

Box 475, 253 College st. 

Toronto Ont. 

M5T 1R5 Canada. 


are looking in the same house of thought- 
only the occupant has changed. The revo¬ 
lutionary man pathetically announces the 
kingdom of freedom, equality, the end of 
all exploitation of humans by humans. He 
cannot possibly mean the end of women’s 
exploitation by men, for this end makes all 
previous plans for revolution into so much 
waste paper, it exposes them for what they 
are: male left fantasies of domination. The 
end of women’s exploitation means the end 
of the possibility to turn existential extra 
labour of women into male power. The 
man without power-that is the end of the 
historical man. 

Revolutionary Cells. 


"In Chinese legend it is written that great 
masters enter their pictures and disappear. 
The woman is not a great master. There¬ 
fore, her disappearance will never be com¬ 
pete. She resurfaces, engaged as she is 
with disappearance." 

February 1989. 


SQUATTERS 

continued from page 16 

and strength after the police assault on 
Nov. 27. 


Conclusion 


With their overt repression the police 
hoped to break people down, to tap a 
growing radicalization amongst the squat¬ 
ters. But instead, the opposite has oc¬ 
curred, repression has radicalized people 
even more. The experiences at the hands 
of the police, the discussions in the jail, the 
surveillance the police openly displayed, 
the fabrication used to militarily attack the 
squats, has in many ways contributed to a 
process the police had clearly hoped to 
curtail. There is also a continuing harass¬ 
ment of people, including blatant police 
presence around peoples homes, and the 
very real threat of police raids as police 
continue their "search" for weapons. In 
fact, one house was raided in conjunction 
with the police assault on Nov. 27 under 
the pretext the person, a relative of one of 
those arrested, was a "weapons dealer". 

The parallels to the confrontation in Oka 
have not been missed; the extreme offen¬ 
sive launched by the state; the crimi¬ 
nalization of resistance; and the counter¬ 
insurgency techniques; have all occurred in 
a common pattern. It's clear that the Na¬ 
tive struggle for sovereignty and die strug¬ 
gle for autonomy and self-determination 
manifested in the occupation of empty 
housing, present a threat to the state. Be¬ 
cause when people struggle collectively, 
and fight together, they gain power and 
develop possibilities for fighting back. 

Direct your Anger!! 


The 11 Criminal Element ,f , Vancouver 
1990 









RESISTANCE CONSPIRACY CASE 


With this feature, we present an in-depth interview with members of the Resistance Con¬ 
spiracy Case, six anti-imperialists currently on trial in Washington D. C. for "conspiracy 
to influence, change and protest policies and practises of the US government concerning 
international and domestic matters, through force". 

On September 7190, Marilyn Buck, Linda Evans and Laura Whitehorn pled guilty to 
one count each of conspiracy, and to one count each of aiding and abetting a 1983 
bombing of the Capitol building following the US invasion of Grenada. The guilty plea 
was part of an agreement with the prosecution, who agreed to drop all outstanding 
charges against the three other RCC defendants; Alan Berkman, Tim Blunk, and Susan 
Rosenberg. Their motivation for entering this plea, one that is usually seen as accepting 
the "criminalisation" of revolutionary groups and acceptance of the judicial apparatus, 
was the life-threatening condition of Alan Berkman. Berkman has been suffering from a 
recurrence of cancer and undergoing chemotherapy to treat it, difficult outside prison, 
and even more precarious in a repressive maximum security unit. Under the agreement, 
Berkman will be eligible for parole in two years. In a statement, the group said: "We 
believe that doing anything we can to save Alans life is an expression of our 
revolutionary politics- a commitment to comradeship, to love, and to life". 

We encourage discussion around the anti-imperialist perspective presented in the RCC 
interview, as well the case in general. 


Interview with six US anti-imperialist prisoners 


Q: Could you first describe the state secu¬ 
rity forces investigation against you and 
give the reasons why the state goes on with 
the Resistance Conspiracy trial, charging 
you with the bombing of the Capitol in 
1984? 

A: We believe that the investigation of the 
seven of us who are indicted in this case 
really grew out of the armed clandestine 
resistance within the Black liberation 
struggle and the Puerto Rican indepen¬ 
dence movement and their links with rev¬ 
olutionary anti-imperialists here in the US. 
This investigation intensified as political 
bombings which occurred from 1982 to 
1985 were claimed by a variety of armed 
clandestine organizations: the United Free¬ 
dom Front, and organizations accused of 
armed actions in this case-the Revolution¬ 
ary Fighting Group, the Armed Resistance 
Unit and the Red Guerrilla Resistance. We 
are tracing the beginning of this investiga¬ 
tion back to an international law enforce¬ 
ment conference about "The War against 
International Terrorism" that took place in 
Puerto Rico in 1978. The FRG was part of 
it, Israel and Uruguay were participating 
and the US was the initiator. At that point 
we mark in our analysis the initiation or 
the consolidation of a modem counter-in¬ 
surgency strategy against US revolutionary 
groups. 

Q: Could you describe some of the tactics 
within this strategy? 

A: One of them is the military aspect, one 
is the psychological aspect-both against 
revolutionaries themselves and against the 


populations. And there of course are politi¬ 
cal aspects in terms of propaganda. I will 
give examples of all of these, how they are 
being used in the US context domestically 
later. But the conference meant that the 
war against revolutionaries inside the US-- 
both from the national liberation move¬ 
ments inside the US and the white allies- 
was brought into the international "war 
against terrorism". So it had a domestic 
component at that point and it was part of 
the overall strategy in the Reagan era of 
building up the international "war against 
terrorists" as a way to destroy revolution¬ 
ary movements. 

One of the developments of this confer¬ 
ence was the formation of the Joint Ter¬ 
rorist Task Force (JTTF) of the FBI in 
1980. The JTTF was actually formed im¬ 
mediately after William Morales, a Puerto 
Rican independence fighter, escaped from 
prison hospital, and after Assata Shakur, a 
leader of the Black Liberation Army 
(BLA) escaped from a Maximum Security 
prison in 1979. Some other comrades of 
the Resistance Conspiracy Case have been 
accused of assisting in both of these prison 
escapes. The JTTF actually represented a 
major development in police surveillance 
and counter insurgency in so far as it is the 
unification of police forces from every 
level under the leadership of the FBI. That 
means they have many more resources, 
they have more money to work with, they 
have an incredibly sophisticated computer 
system which is national in its scope an<L 
they certainly have more people and many 


more experts in terms of numbers of agents 
to work with. So it is the JTTF that actu¬ 
ally pursued the investigation of the seven 
of us and is in charge of the investigation 
of the Puerto Rican independence move¬ 
ment and the Black revolutionary move¬ 
ment. We realized that in 1981 there was a 
major breakthrough for the JTTF in terms 
of their ability to follow up on an incredi¬ 
ble number of leads that they got from a 
failed expropriation of an armoured truck 
in Upstate New York, known as the Brinks 
expropriation. Several Black revolutionar¬ 
ies were arrested at that time, several white 
anti-imperialists were arrested with them. 
In the process of the JTTF’s investigation 
one New African comrade-Mtayari 
Shabaka Sundiata-was murdered in cold 
blood by the police after a shoot-out. His 
companion Sekou Odinga was tortured and 
it took three months of hospitalization be¬ 
fore he could even function in a normal 
manner. Another man was tortured until he 
turned state evidence. There was a major 
Grand Jury investigation in which people 
were subpoenaed and in an attempt to 
force them to testify they were imprisoned. 
Many of them resisted-Alan Berkman, 
who is one of the defendants in this case- 
was one of the people subpoenaed on that 
case who resisted and rather went to prison 
than testify. 

Q: Could you describe some of the meth¬ 
ods in relation to the JTTF’s investigation 
of you? 

A: In the process of following up the leads 
from the various arrests in 1981 and in 
1984 of several Puerto Rican revolution¬ 
aries, the JTTF both got leads in terms of 
identification, methodology, and they were 
able to intimidate and force some people- 
very few, but enough comrades-to turn 
traitor and testify and give them informa¬ 
tion about the inner workings of the clan¬ 
destine organizations as well as the identi¬ 
ties of many activists in the various 
movements. That then gave them informa¬ 
tion about how people operated under¬ 
ground. For example the JTTF targeted the 
comrades accused of bombings claimed by 
the United Freedom Front, who had chil¬ 
dren with them in clandestinity, by going 
to child care centres and schools and dis¬ 
seminating wanted posters of their chil¬ 
dren. Against the seven of us, the JTTF did 
the same thing with health food stores, be¬ 
cause they knew that some of the revolu¬ 
tionaries ate healthy food. They attempted 
to get a wide network of people in a self- 
conscious way to cooperate with the FBI. 
One of the things they did was they used 



12 Resistance: Documents and Analyses of the Illegal Front 


blockades on highways as a means of 
checking for revolutionaries, doing spot 
checks of cars, passing out wanted posters 
to people in the cars and checking if there 
were any of the people on wanted posters 
in that car. The JTTF also published sen- 
sationalistic articles about us in Readers* 
Digest, complete with wanted poster pho¬ 
tos. This magazine is distributed to nearly 
every dentist’s and doctor’s waiting room 
in the entire US, as well as being in every 
library, newsstand, and sold in every gro¬ 
cery store. There was a lot of illegal 
surveillances and searches of houses and 
public telephone which was done abso¬ 
lutely without warrants. The US has a sys¬ 
tematic way whereby both telephone, room 
or house surveillance and searches are 
done. Although there was no warrant ob¬ 
tained by the FBI, all the illegal surveil¬ 
lance will be used in all of the subsequent 
trials. They did a lot of break-ins into 
homes and political offices of families and 
supporters and they of course used again 

Grand Jury subpoenas and threats of im¬ 
prisonment. 

Q: Could you go into more detail why the 
state is bringing these indictments against 
you and why the state pursues the Resis¬ 
tance Conspiracy Case, especially since 
you have been through 14 separate trials 
already and four of you have already re¬ 
ceived sentences between 45 and 70 years? 
A: We have a total of 235 years against us 
and they want to give us 258 years more. It 
is an obvious question-why would the 
state pursue this indictment when they al¬ 
ready have us in prison for the rest of our 
lives. This goes back to some of the politi¬ 
cal and psychological reasons and tactics 
within the counter-insurgency strategy. 
This case is basically the last political in¬ 
dictment that was brought by the Messe 
Justice Department before Meese was 
forced to leave in total scandal and dis¬ 
grace. At the time of the indictments, peo¬ 
ple in the US were becoming more deter¬ 
mined to resist US interventions in Central 
America. There had been numerous 
demonstrations after the US invasion of 
Grenada, along with the bombing of the 
Capitol that we are accused of. People 
were outraged by the blatant violations of 
both US law and international law that 
were being exposed in the Iran/Contra 
scandal and opposition against US support 
for apartheid in South America was grow¬ 
ing too, especially among students. In or¬ 
der to continue to implement its aggressive 
foreign policies, the US needs to repress, 
control and stop domestic political opposi¬ 
tion to those politics. So the indictment 
against us is part of a strategy to control 
and intimidate the resistance movement, 
especially the most militant sectors. This 
case is designed to stop serious, militant 
activists from developing any capacity for 
clandestine resistance, and from develop¬ 
ing any revolutionary srategy that includes 
armed struggle as a component. It is also 
an attempt to divert attention from the Iran 
Contra scandal and from the role the high¬ 
est placed US officials were playing in it. I 
think there is a second aspect to it. They 
want to divide the progressive movement 
along the lines of violence versus non-vi¬ 
olence, legal protest versus illegal resis¬ 
tance. The US government wants to able to 
define the boundaries of the resistance 
movement in every way possible so that 
they can control it. Therefore in the US 























there is a lot of reluctance to break laws in 
terms of building a protest movement, and 
the US has really manipulated that by 
saying that people who do illegal activities 
are terrorists. Therefore they have suc¬ 
ceeded to some extent in building a wall 
between the most militant sectors of the re¬ 
sistance movement and people who are en¬ 
gaging in resistance at a different level, 
perhaps not wanting to break the law, but 
willing to participate in demonstrations. 

Q: Is there any equivalent to the Paragraph 
129a in the FRG which is used against 
revolutionaries and the legal resistance? 

A: Here there is nothing like that. What 
they have done-which makes it very diffi¬ 
cult for us to bring our politics into our tri¬ 
als—is that they insist we should be tried in 
the most narrow, criminal and technical 
way possible. There are a couple of ways 
that they have done that: One is that they 
have charged a lot of revolutionaries with 
"racketeering” and being part of the rack¬ 
eteering influenced organizations which 
puts us on the same level as the Mafia. The 
use of racketeering invokes the whole aura 
of drug trafficking and profiteering when 
in fact none of the revolutionaries charged 
under this statute are convicted for drugs 
or activities for personal profit. I think the 
other thing that they have done which is 
important in terms of criminalization is 
that they charged some people, especially 
the Puerto Rican independence fighters, 
under "seditious conspiracy" which means 
an overt attempt to overthrow the US gov¬ 
ernment. They can do that particularly to 
the Puerto Ricans because the Puerto Ri¬ 
cans are fighting an anti-colonial battle for 
independence. They have also used it and 
are currently using it against some white 
anti-imperialists who are on trial in Mas¬ 
sachusetts, known as the Ohio 7. Three of 
the seven are currently on trial that com¬ 
bines both racketeering charges and sedi¬ 
tious conspiracy. 

Q: In your current trial you are being tried 
with "conspiracy". Does that entail that the 
government actually has to prove that you 
did the bombing of the Capitol or that you 
just have conspired to do so? 

A: I think that is another reason why the 
government has brought the trial at this 
point. Legally, they want to continue to 
expand the use of the conspiracy laws. And 
the answer to your question is "no". They 
don’t have to prove that any of us did the 
Capitol bombing or any of the other 
bombings that we are accused of. They 
have no direct evidence of that, and they 
admit this. They have no eye-witnesses, 
they can’t place any of us at the scene of 
any of the bombings. What they have done 
is to try to use a lot of circumstantial evi¬ 
dence and political evidence to prove that 
we agreed with each other to implement 
the goal of the conspiracy which they say 
is to "influence, protest and change US 
policies and practises in various interna¬ 
tional and domestic matters through illegal 
and violent means". So, obviously the 
goals of the conspiracy as defined by the 
government, were to influence, protest and 
change-which under many conditions 
would be absolutely legal in the US. What 
they intend to do is a criminalization of our 
political associations and they want to 
prove that by knowing each other, by 
agreeing with each other politically, by 
having worked with each other in various 
organizations, we therefore are guilty of 
conspiracy, by agreeing to have a political 
goal. The way this will be applied to the 
specific bombings and to convict us of 
them is through a combination of using an 
aiding and abetting law which means that 
anything you do to support one of the 





bombings could be considered "aiding and 
abetting"-even passing on a communique, 
manufacturing some kind of ID, renting an 
apartment that was then used by revolu¬ 
tionaries. All of that could be considered 
aiding and abetting and you become as 
guilty of the bombings as if you had done 
the bombing itself. 

Q: Does that criminalize the whole legal 
support work? 

A: Potentially, it could. 

Q: Part of the support work that is being 
done around your case is actually focused 
on the upcoming trial. It seems like the 
conditions the state is creating for the trial 
are very similar to the conditions of the tri¬ 
als in Stammheim. 

A: The militarization of the courtroom is 
unprecedented. They have built a bullet¬ 
proof wall in the courtroom, they have put 
in surveillance cameras for the first time in 
a federal court that are aimed at the defen¬ 
dants and at the spectators specifically for 
surveillance purposes by the FBI. This is 
part of their whole strategy of portraying 
us as "terrorists". The atmosphere in the 
courtroom, the propaganda in the media is 
aimed at isolating us and to intimidate 
people from supporting us. The militariza¬ 
tion of the courtroom is part of that be¬ 
cause people will be afraid to go to trial, 
because it is scary to go into a courtroom 
when you see the whole place is ringed 
with marshalls. 

There are helicopters over the court¬ 
room, there are snipers on the roof of the 
courtroom, they all have bullet-proof vests. 
They will have a high-speed convoy with 
police sirens and many police cars that 
bring us to court every day through the 
streets of Washington, D.C., so that every¬ 
body can point and say "there go the ter¬ 
rorists". The whole atmosphere around the 
trial is designed to terrify the jury, so that 
they can assume that we are guilty before 
the trial even begins. Another aspect of 
what we are going to have to struggle very 
hard against is that in other political trials 
in the past, they have instituted anonymous 
juries. Normally in the US defense 
lawyers, the court and the prosecutor know 
who the (perspective) jurors are which en¬ 
ables people to pick a jury. Then there is 
some chance of some sympathetic or open- 
minded juror. Trying to institute an 
anonymous jury is part of just terrorizing 
the jurors. They are isolated in hotels 
throughout the trial, under armed guard by 
the US marshalls, and they are told it is for 
their own protection, because the people 
on trial are "dangerous". 

I think the other reason that the state 
brought this indictment is because they are 
really trying to rehabilitate the FBI. It went 
through a period of being restricted after 
the illegal programs of the sixties and the 
COINTELPRO program of the early sev¬ 
enties were exposed. Now, and under Rea¬ 
gan in particular, the FBI is resurgent. It is 


getting more powerful and its scope is 
broader. They want to solve the Capitol 
bombing, and they want to be able to show 
themselves as successful in their "anti-ter¬ 
rorist" strategy. This then will justify all 
the illegal activities that they have done. 

Q: By these special conditions that are 
being created around this trial, do you feel 
it will be at all possible for you to defend 
yourselves as revolutionaries? And is a 
political defense allowed under the con¬ 
spiracy laws? 

A: As I said before, the laws that we are 
being tried under are criminal statutes. It 
means the judge automatically can restrict 
the amount of political information that we 
bring into the trial. The trial itself is going 
to be a battleground for ourselves to make 
it into a political trial and for the govern¬ 
ment to narrow it into the most narrow 
criminal trial. What we plan to do-and 
hope to do-has a couple of different po¬ 
litical aspects. One is to portray ourselves 
as revolutionaries, to show what our his¬ 
tory of work in the many parts of the pro¬ 
gressive movements has been, to portray 
ourselves as supporters of the national lib¬ 
eration movements here in the US and 
around the world. And to show that we are 
part of a progressive movement in this 
country that is fighting for change-to stop 
racism and racist attacks, to support 
women's liberation and an end to lesbian 
and gay oppression, a movement that sup¬ 
ports the basic human rights of all people 
to have housing, food, education, health 
care and jobs. 

The second thing which we really hope 
to do is to expose the US government as an 
outlaw government under international 
law, and to show all the different ways—or 
as many as the jurors can comprehend- 
how the US violates international law, how 
it violates basic human rights every day of 
its own citizens. Because some of us have 
fought against the Klu Klux Klan as public 
activists, we hope to be able to show how 
the US government encourages white 
supremacy and white supremacist organi¬ 
zations like the Nazis and the KKK here in 
the US to expose that to the jury. We hope 
to expose the illegal activities in the contra 
war against Nicaragua and in El Salvador 
that' the government has perpetuated. Sim¬ 
ilarly its support for Zionism and its sup¬ 
port for apartheid. So we plan-as best pos¬ 
sible—to bring in experts on international 
law and explain to the jury our motivations 
as part of the resistance movement. This 
does not mean saying "Yes, we did the 
bombings", but "Yes, we are part of a re¬ 
sistance movement that has many aspects 
to it, and it engages in many tactics of re¬ 
sistance"; that this movement is a legiti¬ 
mate movement, that it is justified because 
of US crimes around the world. So, these 
are two of the things we hope to accom¬ 
plish with the trial, and of course the kind 
of outside support we are able to build is 


very important. 

Q: It seems that around other trial there 
hasn’t been a very big media campaign. 
The information isn’t so much directed at 
the broader public, but at the progressive 
community. Do you think that this pattern 
will be broken with this trial? 

A: No, I don't think so. Its show trial char¬ 
acter will be dominantly directed in the 
courtroom and at the anti-imperialists who 
support revolutionary struggle. Part of the 
1978 conference in Puerto Rico was an 
overt agreement between the press and the 
US government that they would not por¬ 
tray revolutionaries as human beings and 
that they would ignore the political context 
of our actions in the media. The media will 
cooperate with the FBI in portraying us 
only as criminals and terrorists, and that 
agreement has been pretty much fulfilled 
by the press. 

There has been some alternative press 
coverage, some coverage in the lesbian and 
gay and women’s press, but overall we re¬ 
ally had to struggle to get our perspective 
on the trial out and I think it will continue 
to be really difficult. 

Q: Before your arrests all of you have been 
long time activists in various public pro¬ 
gressive movements. Would you describe 
that a little bit and tell us why you decided 
to take up a more militant struggle against 
the system? 

A: I think all of us were formed in the cru¬ 
cible in the sixties when the national liber¬ 
ation movements around the world were on 
the rise and were challenging the hege¬ 
mony of US imperialism. For all of us that 
has been a very formative experience for a 
couple of reasons: we were all anti-racists 
and each one of us had been impacted by 
the civil rights movement, has joined in 
activities in support of the Black masses in 
the South who were demonstrating and 
risking their lives for the right to vote and 
to end segregation and to fight for human 
rights. We had all been impressed by the 
fact that such a simple thing as the demo¬ 
cratic right to vote demanded that people 
risk their lives and come up both against 
the Klu Klux Klan and against the power 
of the state. In the sixties, when we began 
to see a Black power movement talking 
about the right to self-determination that 
impressed us as the correct strategy for 
ending racism. At the same time when we 
saw the nation of Vietnam capable of win¬ 
ning against the US that also told us 
something about the potential for changing 
things, not just protesting and being dis¬ 
satisfied, but changing things. All of us 
had some relationship to the Black libera¬ 
tion struggle as a very formative part of 
our politics. The Black liberation struggle 
raised the issues of power and how change 
can be made. It also raised the fundamental 
issues of the values of the society and the 
content of our lives-the things we fight 
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for. Several of us were right in the begin¬ 
ning of building some solidarity organiza¬ 
tions with the Puerto Rican independence 
movement. All of those things formed our 
politics. They also brought us in direct 
confrontation with the forces of the state, 
particularly the FBI. And as a result we 
were also targeted by counter intelligence 
programs in the sixties. That played a big 
role in convincing us that you cannot build 
any kind of resistance movement-not just 
a revolutionary movement--that seriously 
challenges the ability of the US govern¬ 
ment to carry out its colonialist policies in¬ 
side the borders of the US and around the 
world without having a clandestine com¬ 
ponent of it. That is one of the reasons why 
we were all committed to build an armed 
clandestine movement. 

Q: At the time when you chose or were 
forced to go underground it seems like the 
first wave of organized armed struggle in 
the US had already been suppressed by 
COINTELPRO and by the Weather Un¬ 
derground basically dispersing. Were you 
relating a lot to their experiences and how 
did you relate to the mass movements, i.e., 
the Central America solidarity movement, 
at the time you were underground? 

A: That is a hard question. First of all, it is 
true that during the sixties when there was 
a massive anti-war movement the resis¬ 
tance movement was very broad and en¬ 
compassed many forms of resistance. 
There were other armed groups as well, not 
just the Weather Underground. It is also 
true that the Weather Underground stopped 
engaging in armed struggle and withdrew 
from support for national liberation strug¬ 
gles in the mid-seventies. However, the 
Black Liberation Army (BLA) continued 
to function right up into the eighties. The 
FALN (Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion 
National) of the Puerto Rican indepen¬ 
dence movement continued to function. 
And one of the things that influenced us 
very much was that we were always en¬ 
gaged in revolutionary solidarity on many 
different levels. We are committed to re¬ 
sisting and stopping US war crimes, and 
that both makes us a part of the Central 
America movement and also differentiates 
us from many sectors of the movement. 
Within the movement there are people who 
want to try to intervene to stop US war 
crimes and others who only want to edu¬ 
cate people about US politics. That sector 
of the Central America movement believes 
that you should not break the law or use 
militant forms of struggle. Because the 
government’s policies towards Central 
America are continuing, the more militant 
sector has become more sympathetic to us 
and our commitment to resist. There is 
more support for us now than there was at 
the point when we were still underground. 
I think part of that is because we are in 
prison now, we are more accessible for 
people, they can struggle with us. We have 
more of a relationship to some of the mass 
movements now. Whenever you have a se¬ 
ries of arrests as serious as ours and the 
other clandestine resistance organizations 
in the country, you have to reevaluate. You 
have to evaluate your strategy and your 
tactics. You can’t say it was all tactical er¬ 
rors. There have to be strategic errors. The 
six of us are not part of one revolutionary 
organization, and we are all rethinking 
many different things. But I think it is safe 
to say for all of us what we will never give 
up is our ability to resist. 

Q: You have said earlier that all of you 
have been very much influenced by the 
women’s liberation movement. What ex¬ 
actly do you refer to by that? 


A: For those of us in this case who are 
women, we all went through the experi¬ 
ences that women in this country have- 
being targeted by all kinds of violence, 
being denigrated , being treated as second- 
class citizens, and more, and more being 
forced to internalize certain forms of our 
own oppression. Our response to that op¬ 
pression was to identify with other op¬ 
pressed people and to commit ourselves to 
fighting for our own liberation. For us the 
beginnings of the women’s liberation 
movement had held out not just the hope of 
our own equality and freedom and the right 
to fully participate in this society, but also 
the whole concept of liberation itself. That 
is such a revolutionary concept, which I 
think is why there can never be a sustained 
women’s liberation movement outside the 
context of a revolutionary movement. As a 
whole the concepts of sexual and human 
liberation that are part of what it will mean 
for women to win their liberation and for 
lesbians to win their liberation, is funda¬ 
mental to changing the values this society 
is constructed on. 

Q: I would like to come back to that. Linda 
and you both have been outspoken les¬ 
bians. Do you see any contradictions for 
yourselves in working with a mixed anti¬ 
imperialist group? 

A: Linda and I, and Marilyn and Susan, 
have all been part of separate women’s or¬ 
ganizations, but never separatist. The dif¬ 
ference is that the separatist women's 
movement and the separatist lesbians’ 
movement have a different analysis of who 
the enemy is-they define patriarchy and 
men as the enemy, as opposed to imperial¬ 
ism and male supremacy. I have been able 
to work with separatist groups, but only on 
a very limited basis, because I look at the 
national liberation struggles as my ally; 
they look at only women as their allies and 
men of any nations as their enemies. We 
believe very strongly in the need for 
women to have caucuses, groups, separate 
organizations. Being part of autonomous 
women's groups or women’s caucuses or 
trying to create a separate women’s pro¬ 
gram is not just the reflection that men are 
hard to work with, which they very often 
are, but to me it is also part of developing a 
revolutionary process which at the end will 
create a different society from what would 
exist if we didn't have that. 

Q: In Europe, people have mostly seen 
what the Reagan administration has done 
on an international level, but maybe you 
can talk a little bit about what has changed 


domestically and how these changes ef¬ 
fected any kind of domestic opposition to 
the system? 

A: The policies of the Reagan administra¬ 
tion both internationally and domestically 
were characterized by increased domina¬ 
tion and exploitation, by an unprecedented 
buildup of the military capabilities and 
military industries. All in an attempt to 
reinstitute the US as the hegemonic impe¬ 
rialist power. The attack on the first Black 
socialist nation in this hemisphere- 
Grenada-showed what the Reagan’s ad¬ 
ministration position on self-determination 
was. The Reagan era has had a devastating 
impact on probably all but the ruling class. 
It has been felt in every class and it is be¬ 
ing particularly felt by the oppressed na¬ 
tions' communities. The level of cultural 
genocide was raised. The so called "war on 
drugs", the drug war , has really been a war 
against Black people and Latin American 
people, Puerto Rican people and Mexican 
people. And they have been very success¬ 
ful in turning everything around-it is what 
George Orwell called "new speak"—to 
make things be the opposite of what they 
really are. The state has created conditions 
that leaves people homeless, where there 
are no social programs or medical care. 
Even the small level of reforms that people 
gained in the late sixties and seventies has 
been cut and wiped out and basically the 
state said "everyone for themselves". This 
has taken place at the major expense of 
Black people and working class white peo¬ 
ple and women. I think that the Reagan era 
has been very devastating domestically, 
but to a large degree that is based on a 
level of consolidation of what they call 
"winning the hearts and minds". This is 
what they learned from Vietnam-they 
have been successful to divide the struggle, 
to divide the people. The state has shaped 
the questions to try to create an internal 
enemy. So now, anti-imperialists like our¬ 
selves become part of the internal enemy. 
Black people are made part of the internal 
enemy. The government is creating ene¬ 
mies in order to divert attention from the 
racism and the concept of white supremacy 
and to cover up the real question of who is 
the enemy and what is the enemy, to allow 
them to increase repression-such as the 
"war against terrorism." 

Q: All of you are talking about the US as 
an empire and colonial nation, both do¬ 
mestically and internationally. Could you 
specify that, and also could you specify 
what effects that has on the struggle in the 


US? 

A: The main thing about the US being an 
empire is that, because there are internal 
colonies that are held by one government 
within the same land base, there is no ho¬ 
mogeneous struggie-there is no one 
working class, there is no one movement, 
and so the anti-imperialist sector of the 
movement has been defined, grown up and 
matured in relationship to the advances of 
national liberation movements inside of the 
internally held colonies. I think that is the 
most critical difference between us and our 
European counterparts, in addition to us 
being in the centre of what has been until 
recently the centre of the imperialist sys¬ 
tem. So it has got the most intense ele¬ 
ments of the contradictions. It is also for us 
been analytically the tool for the destruc¬ 
tion of this country. Because there are in¬ 
ternal colonies, because there are op¬ 
pressed people and because it is an empire 
that has grafted together different peoples 
into one federal state, the key to its change, 
massive change-whatever form that may 
take-is primarily been from the Third 
World people in this country. As the na¬ 
tional struggles achieve self-determination 
the empire will be broken up. The eight 
years of the Reagan regime have en¬ 
trenched a fascist ideology in this country 
and an economic system that is at the base 
of that. But it is the struggle of the internal 
colonies that is the most dynamic, both be¬ 
cause of their national character and be¬ 
cause it is members of the internal colonies 
who also are in the most militant part of 
the working class. Because the genocide 
against the oppressed and poor people has 
taken such a strong advance, there is a re¬ 
action and there is going to be more of a 
reaction. For example in the Black com¬ 
munities there is beginning of an under¬ 
standing again of the police, and the role of 
the police, as an occupying force by the 
US to maintain domination and control in 
that community, i.e., in New York where 
there has been a lot of opposition by dif¬ 
ferent Black people and African Ameri¬ 
cans. Now the opposition is not in a very 
organized state of development, but it is 
definitely emerging again. 

I think the nineties are going to be about 
that kind of mass struggle around social is¬ 
sues and with some kind of political con¬ 
sciousness that comes from the fact that it 
is based on racism and national oppression. 
There has been a series of murders of 
Black people by white people in every 
major urban centre in the last period. And 
there has been a response by the Black 
community to that in New York. They 
called it the "day of outrage". There were 
several thousand people who occupied 
downtown Manhattan in protest of that. 
That is just one example of that kind of 
development. Now, that is not necessarily 
a new development, but it is part of a po¬ 
litical process whereby new strategies and 
opinions can begin to emerge. I certainly 
believe that if there is going to be any kind 
of change-revolutionary or reformist-it is 
going to be located and motivated from the 
struggle of oppressed peoples. 

There are other examples in terms of the 
Puerto Rican movement. I would say very 
briefly that Puerto has been a direct colony 
of the US, and for us as anti-imperialists 
we believe that it is our absolute responsi¬ 
bility to struggle for the independence of 
Puerto Rico. That is a struggle that is going 
on right now, and it is going on with the 
Central America solidarity movement, to 
say that they have to include Puerto Rico, 
because the US government occupies 19% 
of the land in Puerto Rico through the mil- 













itary bases. It is the US military and nu¬ 
clear power that dominates the life of the 
island. The US at the moment is trying to 
force on the Puerto Rican people a false 
plebiscite, namely to cover their tracks in 
the international community. Because the 
Central American and Caribbean nations 
recognize Puerto Rico as part of the 
Caribbean and as part of the struggle that is 
going on in that region. As long as those 
nations continue to agitate against the US’ 
hold on Puerto Rico, the US feels some 
pressure on that issue and they don’t want 
to deal with that in the next period because 
Puerto Rico is also very profitable. It is 
also very important militarily. It is from 
the Roosevelt Naval Base in Puerto Rico 
that the US will launch any kind of mili¬ 
tary operation in any part of Central 
America. It is their only option in regard to 
losing the Panama Canal. There is a lot of 
motion around Puerto Rico right now, and 
whether or not the liberation movement is 
going to be able to use it in the most posi¬ 
tive way is unclear. But what is absolutely 
important for anybody looking at the US 
Left is that the independence movement 
cannot be destroyed by the US. 

Q: What are the conditions under which 
you are being held in the DC jail. And how 
has isolation been and is being used 
against you? 

A: When we first got here at the DC De¬ 
tention Centre we were held at what they 
call here special handling which meant that 
we were locked in our cells 23 hours per 
day. We were never allowed to go out with 
other prisoners,. We had all our conversa¬ 
tions and correspondence monitored and 
whenever we left our cell block we were 
both in leg irons and handcuffs, including 
in legal meetings. This was done directly at 

_ the request of a special group within the 

US Marshall Service that handles security 
for political prisoners. They spread rumors 
among the staff and tried to get to the pris¬ 
oners that the six of us were involved in a 
white supremacist group rather than with a 
revolutionary group thereby trying to iso¬ 
late us from the bulk of the population, the 
African-American people who are here. 
We tried to fight those conditions through 
a mass mobilization and in the courts. 
After about six months we were actually 
able to get the judge to order some changes 
in our conditions. For most of the past 
year we actually have been held in condi¬ 
tions not too dissimilar from the bulk of 



Arm The Spirit is an in¬ 
formation collective fo¬ 
cusing on militant and 
revolutionary struggles. 
Our perspective is au¬ 
tonomous but we see a 
need to discuss and 
analyse ail forms of left 
resistance In order to 
contribute to a revolu¬ 
tionary process. We 
welcome and encour¬ 
age others to join us in 
our work. 

La Lucha Continual 


Subscriptions for this bulletin are $8.00 for 
10 issues. We will also be publishing a magazine that 
will expand upon what we cover in the bulletin. At this 
moment we have no subscription rate for it but we hope 
to publish it at least twice a year. The bulletin will corne 
out at least 10 times a year on a near monthly basis. We 
are also in the process of setting up a small mailorder 
literature service. Please send $1 for the mailorder list 
We accept cash (conceal it well) or money orders but 
no cheques. If sending a money order please do not put 
‘Arm The Spirit* just leave it blank. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 


■j Arm The Spirit 
m Box 475, 253 College St 
■HHH Toronto, 

M5T1R5 CANADA 



the population here. One thing that was 
part of the special handling and continued 
for a year was that we were never allowed 
outside. At the end of the year the judge 
decided that this was in fact becoming 
cruel and unusual punishment. We are 
now allowed to go outside for two hours a 
week which is just as much as the rest of 
the population gets here. I think the criti¬ 
cal thing in terms of the DC Jail and our 
current conditions for people in Europe to 
understand is to what extent prisons in the 
US really are concentration camps and 
ware-houses for particularly African- 
American people, but certainly for other 
Third World people as well. I also spent 
two years in a series of county jails and in 
jails in other large cities that also had a 
large percentage of Black prisoners where 
the conditions are very similar to the con¬ 
ditions in the DC Jail: basically tremen¬ 
dous over-crowding, no educational pro¬ 
grams, essentially no legal facilities, re¬ 
strictive visiting; basically horrible, run¬ 
down conditions. And I think it is impor¬ 
tant for people to understand that in many 
ways it corresponds to the same kind of 
conditions you see in the school systems, 
in social welfare systems, in any of the in¬ 
stitutions in this society which primarily 
deal with poor people and especially Third 
World people. For many people, for many 
young people from the African American 
community that you see coming in here, 
caught up in the cycle of poverty and un¬ 
employment and too often drugs which go 
along with it, it is like going from one in¬ 
stitution to the other, it is just part of this 
cycle, of life in the US. 

Q: Almost all of you have been held in 
isolation which seems to be a part of the 
special counterinsurgency programme the 
state security forces are using against po¬ 
litical prisoners in the US, but also in the 
FRG for example. 

A: Without exceptions all of us in fact 
have spent long periods of time in isolation 
before we got here. And again it always 
gets done under the guise of security pre¬ 
cautions. Like a lot of the things that hap¬ 
pen with political prisoners inside prisons, 
they take techniques that are also used 
against certain social prisoners, but against 
political prisoners it is systematized, made 
more intense and there is no guise of it 
being disciplinary, it is totally administra¬ 
tive. Isolation is increasingly being used 
in the US prisons. But usually there are 
justifications- there is the justification that 
the person was involved n some violent in¬ 
cident, that the person tried to escape. But 
with political prisoners from the moment 
they are arrested the intention is to isolate 
us in many ways. The idea is to isolate us 
from the people on the outside which I 
think is the primary thing. We are held in 
places where we have restricted phone- 
calls, totally monitored correspondence. 
And when you get to a place like Lexing¬ 
ton HSU (High Security Unit for women) 
or Marion (HSU for Men), isolation is to¬ 
tally embodied in the institution itself. The 
institution is designed to try to disrupt any 
ties that you have on the outside, to try to 
completely isolate you and that serves two 
purposes: one, it throws the prisoner back 
on her or himself and on your own re¬ 
sources to try to maintain our own identity 
in a period of time when you can’t see peo¬ 
ple from the movement, can't correspond 
with people from the movement in any 
significant way-they also censor the 
newspapers we have access to. They try to 
cut off every part of our political identity 
and force us back onto just our own re¬ 
sources. On the other hand, I think that the 
political prisoners often are people who 
have been some of the most committed 
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militant fighters from their own move¬ 
ments and so also our own political input 
and the ability to have access to what is 
going on in the outside movements are 
clearly attempted to be cut off by isolation. 

I do also want to comment on the fact 
that the US has the death penalty. I think it 
is inhumane and as applied in the US to¬ 
tally racist in nature, even as it is used in 
relationship to social prisoners and to date 
it has been mostly used for social prison¬ 
ers. Although a number of years ago cer¬ 
tain crimes against the state-as part of a 
resurgence of the whole FBI counterinsur¬ 
gency apparatus-is about to become one 
of the few crimes where there is a federal 
death penalty in the US. For instance, a 
bombing of a federal building in which 
someone is killed carries a federal death 
penalty now. Usually murder is a state 
charge, not a federal charge, but they cre¬ 
ated certain federal crimes which are par¬ 
ticularly designed in relationship to what 
they label "terrorist activities" to carry the 
death penalty. 

There is a political prisoner in the US-- 
Mumia Abu-Jamal-who was given a death 
sentence and is currently facing the death 
penalty because of an intense confrontation 
with the police that resulted in Mumia be¬ 
ing critically wounded and a policeman 
killed. So the death penalty remains as the 
ultimate sanction in the US. 

I also wanted to mention the use of sex¬ 
ual harassment, in particular against 
women comrades. That was most devel¬ 
oped at Lexington where not only the issue 
of isolation, but very intentionally the use 
of male guards-and yet again male guards 
are used in women’s prisons throughout the 
US-was enforced. 

I think in isolation units that are specifi¬ 
cally designed to break down the identity 
of strong women political prisoners, they 
very intentionally use male guards; they 
used cameras that were designed to allow 
the guards to watch the women in the 
shower, to afford no privacy in the cells, 
and then for Susan Rosenberg and Alejan- 
drina Torres to physically abuse them- 
doing forced rectal and vaginal searches. 
The state feels particularly threatened 
when women decide to struggle by "any 
means necessary" and bring their strength 
to the struggle and so they have also a par¬ 
ticular part of their plan designed to try to 
break down those women political prison¬ 
ers. 

Q: The US government actually claims 
that it does not hold any political prisoners 
at all—although there are currently around 
200 political prisoners and POWs being 
held in US prisons. Could you explain 
where the political prisoners come from 
politically and what the term POW relates 


to in the US context? 

A: In the US the national struggle and po¬ 
litical struggle has developed largely in 
relationship to national movements, and by 
national movements I mean the fact that in 
the US there have historically developed 
oppressed nations. Africans were brought 
to the US as slaves—there is some fluidity 
now how African-Americans call their 
own national identity as African Ameri¬ 
cans. Certainly, the word "Black" was used 
with capital letters, not with a small "b". 
New Africans also try to give a small sense 
of a transported African people in the US. 
It is not true that there is a great melting 
pot in the US. There basically still is a 
dominant nation that has large oppressed 
populations where certain individuals can 
advance, but the bulk of the nations are 
kept under colonial or semi-colonial con¬ 
ditions. 

Similarly there was a Native American 
population which was conquered and that 
was largely eradicated, but it has continued 
to struggle in this country. Puerto Rico 
was claimed as part of an expansionist war 
in 1989 and approximately 40% of the 
Puerto Rican population has immigrated 
from the actual country of Puerto Rico to 
the cities of the US and Mexico—the US as 
part of what is called its "western expan¬ 
sion" 150 years ago took the northern half 
of Mexico through a war against Mexico 
and a forced treaty. There are some 20 
million Mexican people in the US so peo¬ 
ple in these populations suffer from denial 
of basic human rights, basic democratic 
rights. And in many cases as their struggle 
has developed for basic access-sometimes 
for instance, like the Black civil rights 
movement, starting with a view towards 
assimilation, but through struggle realizing 
that really was not going to be won-these 
movements have often taken the form of 
explicit national liberation movements 
with a demand for self-determination in 
whatever form that can be. So as people 
have struggled against injustice and for a 
view of self-determination and liberation, 
they have encountered the state and in en¬ 
countering the state people have been ar¬ 
rested and become political prisoners. Now 
within those movements, there, at times, 
have developed organizations which ex¬ 
plicitly are trying to develop an ability to 
wage armed struggle. The Black Liberation 
Army (BLA) was one that largely devel¬ 
oped from the Black Panther Party (BPP) 
when the BPP was repressed by the FBI. 

Part 2 Concludes Next Issue 
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SQUATTERS EVICTED... 


Squatters face heavily armed ERT and riot police 


Statement on the eviction of the Frances 
St. squats, Nov. 27/90 


At 9am on Tuesday, Nov. 27, over 80 riot 
police including the Emergency Response 
Team, the RCMP bomb squad, a heli¬ 
copter, dog teams, fire trucks, and two 
earth moving tractors were deployed at the 
1600-block Frances st. in Vancouvers 
East-End. Their targets were six squatted 
houses, occupied since February 1990. 

Surrounding three of the houses were 
six-foot high barricades, and inside were a 
group of squatters who had erected the bar¬ 
ricades against an expected eviction of 
their homes. A Supreme Court order for 
eviction had passed on nov. 23, and on that 
day also squatters and supporters had 
erected barricades on Frances st. and the 
alley behind the houses, after 5 hours of 
negotiations with police, the barricades 
were dismantled with an agreement there 
would be no police action until Nov. 26. 
On that day, the squatters again set up bar¬ 
ricades, this time around 3 of the houses, 
and also securing the inside of one of the 
houses. 

During the Nov. 23 negotiations, police 
stated they would notify the media and 
squatters before any police action, and 
would indicate how they would act. How¬ 
ever, it wasn't only the squatters who used 
the extra time to organise, but also the po¬ 
lice. The massive para-military action, 
with an arsenal of automatic weapons and 
tear-gas, was put into effect with the pre¬ 
text, fabricated by the police, that a "new 
criminal element" now armed with 3 shot¬ 
guns and 2 handguns, had moved into the 
squats. The fabrication included "reliable 
sources" and an alleged "ex-squatter" who 
saw the weapons. The very existence of 
such a person cannot even be verified and 
is suspect at best. Police statements, faith¬ 
fully reproduced by the media, were 
clearly part of a constructed counter-insur¬ 
gency program that aimed to isolate and 
criminalize the squatters: 

"It’s not a social housing or a squatting 
issue anymore... We are now faced with a 
group of criminals who have stockpiled 
weapons in a house. We've received reli¬ 
able information that the original group 
has been taken over by people who could 
care less about social housing. They have 
expressed a desire to kill a policeman” 
(Police spokesman const. Bob Cooper). 

In fact, no firearms have been found de¬ 
spite extensive police searches. It's diffi¬ 
cult to find material that doesn't exist! The 
most police can produce are canisters of 
gasoline (used to ignite fires, plainly car¬ 
ried around on Nov. 23), buckets of rocks, 
lightbulbs filled with paint, and some 
molotov cocktails. Hardly justification for 
the ERT assault and snipers on rooftops. 
The people behind the barricades had not 
changed, but police clearly had to justify 
their own drastic shift in tactics from Nov. 
23 to Nov. 27. Adding to the "militant 
criminal anarchist" angle, members of the 
bomb squad were called in, in case of 
"booby traps", and houses in a two-block 
radius were evacuated. 

As people gathered around the police 
perimeter, targeted individuals were ar¬ 
rested or allowed to cross the police line 
and then arrested. During the 7-hour siege 
several hundred people gathered around 
the area, most supportive of the squatters 


and chanting "Troops out of East Van" and 
"Housing is a Right", and yelling warnings 
to the squatters whenever members of the 
ERT moved toward them. 

Eventually police lines advanced to¬ 
wards the barricades with heavy machinery 
and arresting 8 people. Four other squat¬ 
ters withdrew into the barricaded house, 
which police demolished again using the 
heavy machinery. After this assault, the 
four remaining squatters emerged waving 
fists and maintained their defiance in the 
face of cops armed with automatic rifles 
pointing at them. 

In total, 27 people were arrested. Many 
were subjected to physical assaults during 
their capture, and while in custody. By 
nov. 29 all had been released, 12 charged 
with mischief and obstruction of justice, 
the remainder having not been charged at 
all. Prisoners were told the investigation 
was "ongoing" and further charges could 
be laid. While in custody, prisoners were 
shown surveillance photographs- for no 
other reason than to indicate police "knew 
everything" and to intimidate the prisoners. 
Of course, the police themselves didn't 
need to go too far for photographs and 
video-tapes, as journalists not only 
reprinted the inuendo put forward by the 
cops, but clearly acted as intelligence gath¬ 
erers for them. 

The days following the para-military as¬ 
sault saw a liberal out-pouring from ten¬ 
ants rights groups, community "leaders”, 
as well as trade unionists denouncing the 
extent of the police operation and de¬ 
manding an inquiry. Even "progressive" 
members of the Vancouver city council 
participated in this "attack on the police", 
whilst also collaborating unanimously to 
declare the evicted houses a "public nui¬ 
sance and passing a special demolition 
permit. With this, the houses were de¬ 
molished on Nov. 29, despite the fact that 
some squatters still had possessions in the 
houses, and despite the fact that some of 
the houses were still liveable. In fact, only 
two of the six houses had received heavy 
damage. One of the main demands by the 
squatters all along had been to occupy the 
houses until demolition day, which the de¬ 
veloper Ning Yee didn't even have until 
the city council, including the 
"progressives" of COPE, unanimously 
gave it to him. A few squatters who had 
stored their belongings in a comrades bus, 
which was raided by the police, found 
money and other items missing. 


Police Repression Builds our Resistance 


It was important that the police action of 
Nov. 27 did not intimidate the growing re¬ 
sistance in Vancouver- that people did not 
retreat back into the safety of their houses, 
or friends houses. So on Nov. 29 a strong, 
angry protest was held. Gathering at 
Grandview park in the East-End, well over 
100 people marched to the 1600-block 
Frances, where some squatters made 
speeches on their determination to fight on 
and continue squatting. From here the 
demo proceeded towards the downtown 
area, blocking up traffic, with a banner in 
front which read "Police Repression Builds 
our Resistance". On the route, an agitated 
driver tried to drive through the demo, 
nearly injuring a comrade, and was quickly 


set upon, escaping with a few dents. The 
second stop for the demo was the main tar¬ 
get of peoples rage: the Vancouver Police 
Department station. The main entrance 
was blocked and police inside, clearly in¬ 
timidated, locked the doors and called in 
more officers. A police car outside was 
attacked but because there was no prepara¬ 
tion beforehand, people lacked the neces¬ 
sary tools to do real damage such as paint, 
iron bars etc. Before the cops could or¬ 
ganise or call in more officers, the demo 
moved down through the tourist-trendy 
Gastown area. Here people became 
bolder, and some began knocking over 
postal and newspaper boxes- but again any 
higher levels of property damage were 
stopped by the lack of preparation. The 
protest then moved back up to Hastings, 
and prior to reaching Granville st., 8-10 
motorcycle cops arrived an attempted to 
cordon off the demo, bumping into people 
in the rear and hitting others who got in 
their way along the side of the demo. 


Here, the demonstrators, now numbering 
between 30-40, became more organised, 
linking arms and not allowing the cops to 
stop the demo or to intimidate them. The 
determination of the demonstrators, to con¬ 
tinue the demo to a point they had decided 
it would end, and to not allow the police to 
send them back on the "legal" do main of 
the sidewalk, was an important and em¬ 
powering process. Also important was the 
minor property damage/disturbance''that 
developed- a militancy that gave direction 
to peoples anger, even if only in a small 
way. although a handful of pacifists tried 
to control this aspect of peoples actions, 
the demo itself was strong and relatively 
coherent. It was mobile to avoid police 
build-up, many people were masked, and 
had preparations been made beforehand, 
many actions against the police and finan¬ 
cial targets could have occurred, most of 
all, it was needed- to regain some power 
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